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Fez HOUGH every Reign ſince the 
I by Reformation has producd Als 
of Parliament for taking Care of 
the Poor, yet, by one Means or 
other, the good Intentions of the 


Legiſlature have been, in a great meaſure, de- 
feated. 


The Laws which preſcribed employing the 
Poor, promis d faireſt for eaſing the Publick, 
as they fer d a Cure for ldleneſs, the great 
Cauſe and Fuel of Poverty; but the Execution 
of thoſe Laws has been greatly diſcouraged by 
the Difficulties attending the ſetting the Poor 
to work: For by that Time the Materials for 
amploying them, the Waſte, and the Charge of 
Inſtructors were paid for, the Managers, whe- 
ther publick or private, were generally brought 

| A 2 into 


or young wunexperienced Children, who have 


(iy) n 
into Debt, and had a vaſt deal of Trouble, but 
no T hanks for their Pains. 


The Failure of moſt Attempts for imploying 
the Poor, has been generally owi ng t0 the ex- 
petting too much Profit from their I nbour : 
for, alas ! what great Gains can be hop'd for, 
from old, infirm People, who are paſt Labour, 


every Thing to learn? 


Many Pariſhes therefore have of late been 2 
wiſe, as to be at the whole Expence, which 
may be cccaſion dd by any Deficiency in the 
Produce of the Labour of the Poor; taking 
Care, at the ſame Time, that they ſbauld be 
under the Direction of Perſons they can confide 
in for a frugal Management. 


And, wherever Houſes have been hired of 
built, as the * Aft of the 9th of K. GEORGE 
diretts, for gathering the Poor into ohe or more 
Families, and (etting them to Work, under the 
Inſpection of honeſt Managers, the reſpectice 
Pariſhes hace found (as may be ſcen in the In- 
ſtances collected in the following Treatiſe,) moſt, 


if not all, the Advantages following; vi. 
200 l. 
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* See an Abſtract of this Act at the End of this Account? 


(v) 
' 2001. per Annum of the Poor's Rates, 
under frugal Management, after a Houſe 
and neceſſary Accommodations are pro- 


ng " vided, ſhall go further in keeping comfort- 
K ably one or more large Families of Poor, 
* than 3 or 4ool. per Annum, diſtributed 
Yr, to the like Number of Poor when they live 
r, diſpers d. 
2 

All friendleſs Orphans, and Children of the 

Poor, are in theſe Houſes happily provided 

ſo for, and put in a Way of being a Bleſ- 
ch ſig, inſtead of a Burden to their Country. 
be 
1g No Vagabond Poor dare come into, or ſtay 
be long in a Pariſh, where ſuch a Honſe is 
As erected. 

The Rules of governing ſuch an Houſe, the 
or not firitter than what are common in all 
E regular Families, oblige the Poor to keep 
re good Hours; to refrain ſpending their 
he little Gains in Branady-Shops and Ale- 
oe Houſes, to the Deftruttion of their Health; 
n- to be mutually aſſiſting to each other in 
15 Sickneſs, or under the Infrmities of Age ; 

* to avoid the Temptations of Pilſering and. 
= i Houſe-breaking, in order to ſ#pply their 


Wants, 


(i 

Wants, which are now much better pro- 
oided for in all Reſpeits, both for their 
Souls and Bodies, than when they lio'd on 
common Begging, or in a miſerable ruinous 

Cottage, not knowing where to get the next 
Meal for themſelves or their Children. 


Beſide theſe Advantages, the introducing 
among the Poor, Habits of Sobriety, Obedience, 
and Induſtry, will ſecure any Pariſh from an 
Entail of Poverty and Idleneſs, and /ay fuch a 
Foundation for the future Comfort of their 
Poor, as will make them uſeful to one another, 
and not a little beneficial to the Publick. 
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the ſaid Act. 
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} ACCOUNT 


OF THE 


ouſe in Biſhopſeate-ſtreet, 
LONDON. 


ON after the. Reftoration, in the 
13th and 14 th Years of the Reign 
of King Charles II. An Act of Par- 
lament paſt, entituled, Att Act 0d 
the better Reltef of the ÞPooz o 

this Kingdom ; wherein, among 
other Things, Proviſion was made 
OSS for forming one or more Corpora- 
tions, in the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, And for 
Erecting and Governing ſuch Work-Houle, or Work- 
Houſes, as ſhould be Erected for employing the Poor 
of thoſe Cities, according to the Intent and Meaning of 


—— ——é— n 
—— 
x «„ „„ 


Iux Calamities of the Plague, and Burning of the 
City of London, &c, delay'd the good Effects of this 
Act, till after the Peace of R ſwirk, when, in the Year 
1698, April the 4th, in Order to put the ſaid Act in 
B Execution, 


2.7 
Execution, a Corporation was form'd, conſiſting of the 
Lord Mayor for the Time being as Preſident, the Al- 


dermen for the Time being, together with fiſty two 


Citizens, choſen by the Common-Council, to be Aſ- 
ſiſtants; and the ſaid Preſident and Aſſiſtants, elected a 
Deputy-Prefident, and Treaſurer, as the ſaid Act diredts. 
And for laying. a Foundation of ſo good a Work, a 
Supply was granted in December following, by an Att of 
the Common-Conncil. | 

Is Auguſt 1699, the Corporation took a Houſe in 


- Biſhopſgate-ſtreet, and were at great Charges in building 


and fitting the ſame up for a Work-Houſe; into which 
they received from the Church-Wardens ſuch Children 
as were a Charge to the ſeveral Pariſhes, they paying a 
Weekly Allowance toward their Maintenance. 

Is November 1700, they began to receive, on the 
Keeper”s Side, Vagabords and ſturdy Beggars; and thus 
they proceeded, by degrees; it being impracticable to 
execute all Parts of the Act at once. ; 

Tus Corporation, according to the Title of the 
Act, beginning with the Relief of the Poor, and taking in 
poor Children, whoſe Neceflities People are commonly 
moſt apt to pity, the good Fruit that was likely to be 


produc'd from the Education of ſuch Children, and 


bringing them up to Labour, rais'd up many Benefactors; 
and in October 1701, the Corporation admitted Children 
upon the following Terms; every Benefactor that con- 
tributed 25/. was allow'd to recommend a Child, 
and in a ſhort time after the ſetting up this Work- 
Houſe, the ſame was regulated and adapted to the 
ſeveral good Ends and Purpoſes of the Act of Parliament. 

Tris Management was approved by the Common- 
Council, and a ſecond Supply granted in 1702; and 
the ſeveral Orders touching the Matters aforeſaid, 
were confirm'd, and made By-Laws. But after- 
wards in November 1708, it was order'd, that no 
Child, altho' born within the City of London, and 
Liberties thereof, ſhould be received from any Bene» 
ſactor, giving a leſs Sym than 501. yet, that the Cha- 


rity might not be too ſtrictly confined, it was further 
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order'd, that any Benefactor giving 707. might put in 
a Child from what Place he thought fit. 

Tu Houſe is divided into two Parts, one call'd 
the Steward's Side; and the other, the Keeper's Side: 
In the Steward's Side, poor Children are taken in from 
Benefactors, giving 50 or 701. as beforemention'd z 
and theſe Children are by that Means, with their 
Labour, rather a Profit than Charge to the Houle. 
On this Side are alſo taken in ſuch Children, as are 
a Charge to the ſeveral Pariſhes of this City and 
Liberties to which they belong, and all of them reli- 
giouſly educated, according to the Church of England, 
and employ'd in ſpinning Wool, or Flax, or elle in 


” ſewing or knitting. They are dieted and cloath'd, 


and duly taken Care of in Sickneſs by Phyſicians, 
Surgeons, and Apothecaries, belonging to the Houle ; 


they are alſo taught to read, write, and. caſt Ac- 


compts, whereby they are qualify'd for Services, and 
honeſt Ways of Livelihood. 
Id the other Part, call'd the Keeper's Side, Vaga- 


. ; bonds, Beggars, Pilferers, lewd, idle, and diſorderly 


Perſons, committed by any two of the Governours, 
have fuch Relief as is proper for them; and are 


* imploy'd in beating Hemp for Twine-Spinners, Hemp- 


Dreſſers, Linnen - Weavers, Shoemakers, and other 
Trades; as alſo in picking Oakum, and waſhing Lin- 
nen for the Children in the Steward's Side. 

In the Year 1713, This Houſe, by reaſon of ſome 
tnhappy Differences, was brought under great Diſ- 
couragements; but, by the Interpoſition and good 
Offices of ſome worthy Citizens, it was kept up; 
and has been ever fince under ſo prudent a Ma- 
nagement, that by a Series of Benefactions, the 
Weekly Allowances, which were about Ten Years 
ago Two Shillings and Six-pence a Week for each 
Child put in by the reſpective Pariſhes within the 
Liberties of the City of London, were afterwards 
Feduc'd to Two Shillings a Week, and are now Eighteen- 
pence a Week, for maintaining and teaching every 

B 2 Child 
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[4] 
Child put in by any Church-warden of the Pariſhes 


aforeſaid; and tis hop'd in time, by the Acceſſion 


of Benefactions, the Charge may be reduced much 
more. | 

Ax tho' the ACt of Parliament for ſupporting this 
Houſe, requires the Common-Council of the City of 
London, upon a Certificate from the Corporation, of 
their Want of a Supply, to levy the ſame on the 
Citizens from time to time, not exceeding one Year's 
Rate for the Relief of the Poor ; yet in ten Years paſt, 
there has been only half a Tax levied, amounting 
to 2300, or 2400 pounds, which was wholly laid 
out in building of the Priſon- part, the Chappel, and 
other Accommodations for the Houſe. | 

Tus Work-houſe ( excluſive of the Chappel and 
Priſon-part ) contains above 200 feet in length, has 
three Rooms one over another, about 150 feet in 
length ; the loweſt of which is the Work-Room for 
Boys, the ſecond for Girls, and the third Room 
has two Wards for lodging the Boys. The Girls 
Ward is over the Chappel, which ſeparates the 
Work-Houlſe from the Priton-fide, 

Tun are now 93 Boys, and 50 Girls, in all 143 
Children, taught, cloath'd, and maintain'd in this 
Houſe : The Work they are imploy'd in, is ſpinning 
of Jerley, but conſidering that 20 or 30 Boys are 
conſtantly attending by turns, in the Reading and 
Writing Schools, about two Hours every Day, Sun- 
days excepted, what they earn being about Twoe- 
pence a Day each Child, does little more than pay 
the Charge of the Maſter of the Childrens Work, the 
Under-teachers, the Wheels, and Waſte they make. 
That out of the Girls, there are ten by Turns kept at 
the Reading and Sewing School, for making up and 
mending the Linnen for the Boys and themſelves; and 
about the ſame Number are alſo by Turns imploy'd 
in knitting and footing the Childrens Stockings, and 
the reſt are imployed in ſpmning: So that about 85 
Wheels ſexve for both Boys and Girls. | 


Note. 


151 
Note. Theſe Wheels are bought in Old Bedlam, for 
$ixteen-pence a- piece; and eight Reels bought there 
at the ſame Price, ſerve the Houſe. - Os 
A Gentleman in Spirtle-fields, concern'd in the Weav- 
ing Trade, finds the Wool ready comb'd that imploys 
* .he Children, and takes off the Yarn when ſpun at a 
penny per Skain, whether fine or coarſe, each Skain 
# containing 240 Threads or Turns round the Reel. 


The following is a Bill of Fare for every Week 


a Breakfaft. Dinner. 
* Sunday 1 and Beef and Broth 
. eer 


q Monday Bee&-Broth Peaſe-Porridge 'D 
Tueſday Bread & But- Rice-Milk 


ter or Cheeſe | 
Wedneſday Ditto r 10 
ins 
Thurſday Ditto Beef and Broth Ditto 
Friday Beef Broth Barley-Broth Ditto 
Saturday Bread & But- Milk - Porridge Ditto 
% ter or Cheeſe 


, 


In Summer-time, Peaſe, Beans, Greens, and Roots are 
2 allow d, as the Seaſon affords them. | 


The Children attend Prayers twice every Day in 
the Chappel; and the ſturdy Beggars, and looſe 
People, who are now in Number about 60, attend 
there in a Place by themſelves. | 


By the Account ef this Work-Honſe, publiſh'd at 
Faſter 1725, it rere that there have been, ſince 
the Year 1701, educated, diſcharg'd, and plac'd forth 
Apprentices | 
To Officers of Ships, to Trades, and 8 

to Services in ſeveral good Families, C703 
And in the ſame time there haye been 
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receiv'd and diſcharg'd, of ſturdy 
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An Account of the mord. Hue in 
K. Giles“ Cripplegate. 


[ HE Succeſs of the London Work-houſe, and the 


. Work-houſes in other Places, lately eretted 


for Employing the Poor, has encouraged the Church- 


Wardens and Overſeers of the Poor, in the Lordſhip 
and Liberty of St. Giles Cripplegate, where they are 
very numerous, to build an Houſe for receiving and 
employing them. | 

Tuis Houſe is a commodious new Brick Building, 
on a Piece of Ground in Banhill- Fields, leas'd of the 
City for 61 Years, at the Rate of 20 l. per Annum 
Ground-Rent : The Charge of the Building was 


. Fais'd by Subſcription ; and the Houſe was open'd at 


the Cloſe of the Year 1724, with about 30 Men, 
Women and Children, who are employ'd in picking 
of Oakum. | , 

Tun Government of it is in the Hands of two 
Church-Wardens, four Overſeers of the Poor, twelve 
Truſtees, and theſe Gentlemen have appointed a Ma- 
ſter and Miftreſs to live in the Houſe, and take Care 
for Managing the Stock of Proviſions and Materials 
laid- in for Feeding and Employing the Poor in the 
moſt frugal Manner, according to the following Rules. 


Rules and Orders to be obſerved by the Maſter 
and Miſtreſs of this Houſe. 


I. Thar the Maſter keep a juſt Account of all Pro- 
viſions received into the Houſe, and what is each Day 
expended, and how many Perſons provided for. 

II. Tur he keep an Account of all Work re- 
ceivd, what is deliver'd to each Perſon each Day, 
and what receiv'd back, in Order to know 3 

. Ne 


? 


1 

Earnings, and to give an Account to the Truſtees 

for the Time being, or to whom they ſhall appoint to 

inſpect the Accounts, that they may know the Diſ- 
burſements of the Houſe, and alſo the Earnings. 

III. Tuar the Maſter and Miſtreſs take Care that 

the Poor be kept to Work, from Lady-Day to Mi- 


chaelmas, from 6 in the Morning to 7 in the Even- 


the ſame. 


J Candles out each Night, and the Miſtreſs the ſame 
by the Women and Girls. 


ing; and from Michaelmas to Lady-Day from 7 to 


5, and that they riſe by 5, and go to Bed by g, 
the Summer half Year, and the Winter half Year by 
6, and go to Bed by 8. 

IV. Inar they take Care the Proviſions be cleanly 


and well done, and that all Perſons have their Al- 
7 lowance at theſe Hours, viz. Breakfaſt at 9, and 
half an Hour's Time to eat the ſame ; Dinner at 1, 
Z and an Hour's Time allow'd them; their Supper in 
the Summer half Year at 7, and in the Winter at 


6; and the Perſons that have not done their Day's 
Work by Supper, that they work after to finiſh 


V. Tuar the Maſter ſee all the Men and Boys 


VI. Tur the Miſtreſs take Care of the Waſhing, 


1 and keeping clean of the Boys and Girls, and that 
their Heads be comb'd every Day; and that ſhe 


teach them, or cauſe them to be taught to read : 
And that every Child have an Hour's Time allow'd 


them to be inſtrufted to read, and alſo cauſe them 


to learn to ſpin, or knit, or do ſome other Buſineſs, 
to keep them from Idleneſs. 


VII. Tur if any poor Perſons refuſe to work, be- 


4 ing able, or miſ-behave themſelves by fighting, or 


making a Diſturbance, that he or ſhe be kept at half 


Allowance, or upon Bread and Water; and, at the 
= Expiration of two or three Days, that he or ſhe be 

complain'd of to ſome Magiſtrate, in order to be ſent 
to the Houſe of Correction. 


VIII. Trar neither the Maſter or Miſtreſs buy, ſell, 


or ſuffer any diſtill'd Liquors to come into the Houſe 


nor 


L 8 1 "296 
nor any of tiis Poor to ſmoak Tobacco in their 
Lodgings, or the Work-Houſe : And when any of 
them are fick or lame, that the Maſter and Miſtreſs 

ive Notice to the preſent Officer, that they may 
Fave Care taken of them. | 
IX. Tuer, on Wedneſdays and Fridays after Break- 
faſt, the Maſter cauſe the proper Pſalms for the Day, 
4 Chapter in the Old and New Teſtament, the Litany 
with other Prayers for the Day, to be read : And 
that every Sunddy at 9 in the Forenoon, the ſame 
be read; and ſuch as are able to go to Church, or 
Other Place of Worſhip, that they go, fo they return 
in Time: And in Caſe any of them go to any 
Houſe, or are found loitering their Time: away in 
the Fields, or begging, that the Officer have the 
Offender ſent to Bridewell. | 
X. Tuer the Maſter and Miſtreſs be under all 
fuch Reſtrictions as ſhall be thought neceſſary to be 
made by the Truſtees, or the major Part of them 
for the Time being, relating to the Poor and Work- 
Houſe. And the Maſter and Miſtreſs be ſubje&, if 
requir'd by the ſaid Officers, or the major Part of 
them, to make an Afﬀidavit before a Juſtice of the 
Peace, that there hath been no Waſte or Embezzle- 
ment made by them, nor by any other Perſon or 
Perſons, with their Knowledge or Conſent, of any of 
the Stores or Proviſions committed to their Charge: 
And in Caſe the Maſter or Miſtreſs ſhall not be 
thought capable of the Truſt, that then it ſhall be 
| in the Power of the ſaid Officers and Truſtees, or 
'\ the major Part of them, upon Notice given to each 
| 
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Officer and Truſtee to meet at a Time appointed, 
ſignifying to each Perſon the Occaſion of Meeting, 
to remove the ſaid Maſter and Miſtreſs, either b 

giving a Month's Warning to go out, or otherwiſe 
to diſcharge them immediately, and give them a 
a Month's Sal 


wy. ed. Oo od. 
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the Barrel. 
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An Account of the Work-Houſe at 


St. Mary White-chappel; in 
Ayliffe- Street, near Lambeth- 
Street, Goodman] Fields. 


June 3. 1725. 


HE Church-Wardens and Overſeers of the Poor 
of this Pariſh, being convinc'd that the common 


1 Met hod of Relieving them might be much improv'd, 
for the Comfort of the Poor, and for faving Money 


to the Pariſh, propos'd to the Veſtry to make an Ex- 
periment of taking the more neceſſitous Poor into one 
Houſe, where they might be under the Care of a di- 
creet Man and his Wife; which being agreed to, the 
Veſtry added as many other experienc'd Gentlemen of 


A the Pariſh to the Church-Wardens and Overſeers, as 
made their Number 31 Truftees for this Undertaking: 


Theſe Gentlemen took an Houſe for 16 Years, from 


7 Michatlmas 1724, and fitted it up with two large 
Z Rooms, one to work in, the other to refreſh in, a 


Kitchin, a Waih-Houſe, an Apartment for the Stew- 

ard, and 4 Wards, with Lodgings for receiving 130 

Men, Women, and Children, two in a Bed. | 
Wurd this was done, they gave Publick Notice to 


4 the Upholſterers and Saleſmen of this and the neigh- 
3 bouring Pariſhes, to ſend in Propoſals for furniſhing 


them, at the cheapeſt Rates, with Bedding, &c- 
neceſſary for the Houſe. 
ArTeR this, the Truſtees gave publick Notice to 


all ſuch as would furniſh them with wholeſome Pro- 


| 47 at the beſt Rate, and thereupon they agreed 
* 1c 


A Brewer, for Beer, at 8s. a Barrel, 36 Gallons to 


5 A 
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A Baker, for Houſhold Bread, at a penny a Pound. 
A Butcher, for Beef, at 7 Farthings a Pound. 


A Milk-Woman, for Milk, at 10 Quarts for a 


Shilling. 

A Cheeſe-Monger, for Cheeſe, at 34. a Pound ; 
and Butter at 5 d. a Pound. 

Tux agreed alſo with a Steward to beſpeak Pro- 
vifions, &c. daily or weekly, as wanted, and to keep 
an Account of all ſent in by theſe Tradeſmen, as well 
as other Expences of the Houſe; and that his Wife 
ſhould direct the Affairs of the Kitchin, and keeping 
the Houle clean. | 


Tus Truſtees then enquir'd into the Circumſtances 
of their Pariſh Penſioners, and gave Notice to the 
moſt helplels of them to come to this Houſe, or that 
they would be diſcharg'd from the Pariſh Books, as 
the Act of Parliament direQs. 

20 Men and Women from 40 to 80 Years of Age, and 

8 Children, Boys and Girls, from 4 to 8 Years old, 
came into the Houſe about Lady-Day 1725. and more 
are daily adding to the Number; while others choſe 
to ſtruggle with their Neceſſities, and to continue in 
a ſtarving Condition, with the Liberty of haunting the 
Brandy-Shops, and ſuch like Houſes, rather than 
ſubmit to hve regularly in Plenty. 


No are compelld to come into this Houſe, that 
want only a little preſent Relief, while they or their 
Children are under a Fit of Sickneſs, or other Miſ- 
fortunes. Nor are any of thole that do come into 
the Houſe, oblig'd to work beyond their Strength, or 
more than is conſiſtent with their Health: And if any 


are ſick, they are carefully nurs'd by thoſe that are 


well, and an Apothecary finds the Houſe with all 
neceſſary Medicines for 12/. per Annum. If any are 
deſtitute of Apparel, they are provided at the Pub- 
lick Charge, by the Truſtees. The Waſhing is all 
done in the Houle, and the Women make and mend 
all the Linnen. 

THouGH 
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Tuovon much Profit could not be expected from the 
Labour of People, old or infirm, or under Age, and 
who were all to learn the Buſineſs they were to be 
imploy'd in; the Truſtees took into Conſideration 
how to ſet them to work in ſome eaſy Buſineſs, 
conſiſtent with their Strength and Unskilfulneſs; and 
reſoly'd, that they ſhould work for nothing, for any 
body that would inſtrutt them to work till their 
Hands were in. Upon which, a Weaver in the Neigh- 
bourhood provided them with Hempen Thread, 


2 call'd Ruſſia Tarn, to wind upon Rills for the Uſe of 
the Sack-cloth and Sail-cloth Weavers, | 


So many People work at this, as wind off about 


cso pound weight in a Day. 


Tu ſame Gentleman finds Jun (Pieces of old 
Cable) to imploy others in picking Oakum ; about 
12 work at this, and pick about 100 Weight ina Week. 

Tux Children are imploy'd in learning to read, and 
picking Oakum : and the reſt in making the Beds, 
and keeping the Houſe clean. | 


Tun Weekly Bill of Fare is much the ſame as in 


j other Places, only they have three Fleſh Days in the 
* Week, viz. Sundays, Wedneſdays, and Fridays. 


Tus Steward is allow'd to give each Perſon daily, 

1 Pound of Bread. | 

1 Quart of Beer. 
2 Ounces of Cheeſe, or more if they want it; 
beſide Milk-Porridge, Peaſe-Porridge, Beet-Broth, or 
Burgow, when they don't eat Fleſh. 
On Fieſh-Days, + of a Pound of Beef is allow'd 


each Perſon; according to which Proportions, the 


Steward lays in what is neceſſary for the Houſe from 
Day to Day, or Week to Week, from the Tradeſmen 
under Contract with the Truſtees, and his Notes 
for Proviſions being ' given to each Tradeſman, are 


carry'd to their Caſhier, and paid off at ſtated Times, 


after being compar'd with the Steward's Book. By 
which Method, it ſeems almoſt impoſſible for the 
a C2 | Steward 
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Steward or Tradeſmen to impoſe upon the Truſtees, 
or the Truftees, if they could be 1o inclin'd, upon 
the Pariſhioners. And the great Humanity and Ten- 
derneſs with- which the Poor, under their Care, are 
treated, makes their Condition, in many Reſpects, 
more comfortable than ſome of their Neighbours, 
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Wapping Hamlet, in Stepney 
Pariſb. 


une 1725. 


T H E Veſtry of Wapping Hamlet taking into their 
Conſideration the Means of imploying the Poor, 
and making better Proviſion for the truly neceſſi- 
tous, than had been uſually made, empower'd the 
Church-Warden, the Six Overſeers of the Poor of 
this Hamlet, with five other Gentlemen, to act as 
Truſtees, for erecting or hiring a commodious Houſe 
for receiving and imploying ſuch Poor as ſhould be 


ſeat to it: Accordingly, in the Year 1723, they 


hired and fitted up, with convenient Rooms and 
Chimneys, a large Ware-Houſe in Virginia Street, 
near Ratcliff- High-Way, where | 
40 Old Men and Women, and about 
20 Children, are conveniently lodg'd, dieted, and 
imploy'd in picking of Oakum; by which Manage- 
ment ſo much is ſav'd to the Hamlet, that they 


are enlarging the Accommodations for receiving the 


Poor. 

Their Bill of Fare is much as in other Places, 
only they have 4 Fleſh Days in the Week, viz. 
Sundays, Tueſdays, Thurſdays, and Saturdays. ., | 
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=. Limehouſe Hamlet, Stepney. 


are 
Fune 1725. 


ERE, is a very handſome and commodious 

Brick-Houſe, built 25 Years fince, for lodging 
the Poor of this Hamlet, but was not apply'd to 
the preſent Uſe, till after the Act of the 9th of King 
GEORGE was paſs'd, to encourage the ſetting up 
* Workhouſes; when, by a Subſcription among the 
principal Inhabitants, it was fitted up to receive the 
Poor, and was open'd April 28. 1724. 


* Tux Number of Poor now in it 1s as follows: 
leir 23 Men and Women, 

or, 7 Boys and Girls, 

>{11- — 

the In all 30. 

of Above half of whom are unfit for Labour, but about 
- as a dozen of them are imploy'd in picking Oakum, at 
uſe which they earn about 4 or 5 Shillings a Week in 
be the whole, which is apply'd toward the Maintenance 
hey of the Houſe. 


N. B. Old Ropes are bought for 5 s. the hundred 


Weight, and the Oakum is fold for 125. the hun- 
dred Weight, 


Tus Steward of the Houſe is a Penſioner of the 
Hamlet, and is allow'd x J. 4 s. per Annum, beſide his 
Maintenance and Lodging, Cc. in the Houſe. But 
the principal Care is in 8 Truſtees and a Caſhier, 
3 1ome of whom viſit the Houſe conſtantly once, ſome- 
times twice a Week, buy Proviſions, and give all 
bother neceſſary Directions. | 
4s to Diet, they have Fleſh four Times a Week, 
and with it ſuch Roots as are in Seaſon: And the 
- Stew= 
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Steward having been a Sea-faring Perſon, feeds them 
after the Method us'd on Ship-board ; that is, by 
joyning 4 of them. in a Meſs, and the Meat is boil'd 
in three Pound pieces, one of which is a Meſs for 
Perſons ; and the fame Courſe is obſerved for Milk, 
Bread, Beer, &c. 

By this Means a poor Perſon is maintained at the 
Rate of 25. 10 d. or 3 5s. per Week, including all petty 
Disburſements, and incidental Charges, even Firing 
and Lodging not excepted, for the Hamlet pay 10 J. 
per Annum Ground-Rent. V 

Tur Children in this Houſe are all young and 
Helpleſs, and therefore are ſent to a School in the 
Neighbourhood, at the publick Charge, tif they are 
8 Years of Age; and then they are bound out Ap- 
prentices till the Age of 24, according to Act of 
Parliament. 5 


N. B. Tris Hamlet, with ſome Addition, will be- 
come a diſtinct Pariſh, aſſoon as the Church now 
building is finiſh'd. » | 


Mile End, Old Town Hamlet, 
_  Stepneh, | 


By | 1 Fune 1725. 
: Strong Brick Building near Steprey Church, 

he (formerly a Muſick-Houſe of no good Re- 

ty pute, and for that Reaſon ſuppreſs'd by the Magi- 

ng ſtrates) was fitted up and open'd at Lady-Day laſt, 

yA for receiving the Poor of this Hamlet; and there are 
now in it, | L 

nd 5 Women, 

he 12 Boys, and 5 

are 2 5 Gir ls, | 

\p- who are all imployed at picking Oakum, under the 

of Care of a poor Man and his Wife, who are allow'd 
55. per Week with their Lodging and Maintenance 
in the Houſe. | | 

ha. Tus whole is govern'd by Six Truſtees, one of 

Al which at preſent 1s the Church-Warden of the 


Hamlet: Each of them have the Charge of the 
X Houſe for a Month, to buy Proviſions, viſit the 
X Houſe, &c. | | | 

Tux have Fleſh three Times a Week: Their 
® Breakfaſts and Suppers are Milk, and Bread, Cheeſe 
and Butter. 

Tux Charity-School for 21 Boys and 10 Girls is 
in the lower Part of the Houſe, and the Miſtreſs of 
the Girls is allow'd an Apartment and Maintenance 
in the Houſe; and ſuch of the Children as are 


X Pariſh Orphans, are ſet to Work, as well as taught 
to read and write. 


N. B. Brroks the Inhabitants of the Hamlet 
pitch'd upon this Method, they had upwards of 
70 Poor, who received Penſions; but all of them, 
except fix Women, have choſe at preſent to 


ſubſiſt by their own Induſtry, rather than come 
into the Houſe, 
Rat- 
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Ratcliff Hamlet, Ste pney, 
A Lodeing-Houſe for the Poor. 


June 1725. 


1 HE Inhabitants of this Hamlet paying upwards 
of 70]. per Annum Houſe-Rent for the Poor, 
reſolv'd,. about two Years ſince, upon fitting up a 
large Houſe in London-Street, belonging to the Ham- 
let, and now called the Town- Houſe, for lodging all 
the Poor who received Penſions, and were before 
lodg'd at the publick Charge. 8 
THzksz are now upwards of 30 poor People, all 
Women, except two Men, in the Houſe, who are 
allow*d each of them 12 d. a Week Penſion, and the 
Liberty to get what they can by their own Induſtry, 3 
either at Home by Spinning, winding Silk, &c. or MF ©: 
by going Abroad to waſh, ſcour, ſell Fiſh, or do 
any Thing elſe to get a Penny. And as for ſuch MF 
Poor as will not be lodg'd in this Houſe, a Deduction 
of 64d. a Week is made from each of their Penſions, 2 
towards the Repairs, &c. of the Houſe. 3 
Tun is a Miſtreſs, and an Aſſiſtant or two, 
who take Care to keep the Houſe clean, and in 
Order, and are particularly charged to ſee the 
Poor all in Bed, and their Fires and Candles out, at 
9 a Clock at Night, or ſoon after. 4 


Note. Tux Veſtry of the Hamlet have a Deſign, at L 
the next Quarterly Meeting, to ſet all the Poor 
to work, and wholly maintain them. 
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-. or cluding thoſe on the Pariſh Account, and have et 
do | | | 
others upon Houſewifry, ſewing, knitting, &c. And the 
Incomes of the Charity, with their Earnings, are ap- 
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Of the Grey-Coat-Hoſpital in 


Weſtminſter. 

Propoſal being made to the Veſtry at St. Mar- 
A garet's Weſtminſter, about the Year 1701, they 
agreed to let the Truſtees of the Grey-Coat-School have 
a large Houſe belonging to the Pariſh Rent- free for 
Seven Years; which Grant has been renew'd from 


time to time ever ſince, for the Reception of as m 
of the Pariſh-Children ( with the uſual Penſions given 
to their Nurſes) as the Truſtees would undertake to 


maintain and imploy with Work. 

Ar firſt the Truſtees took in the 50 Boys belong- 
ing to the Charity-School, and at ſeveral Times 
afterwards ſo many Boys and Girls as have ſome- 
times mcreas'd the Number of Children to above 
130, which is the Number of them at preſent, in- 


them all to Work; ſome upon ſpinning of Wool; 


pointed towards finding them in Diet, Lodging,, and 
other Neceſſaries: The Management whereof ſucceed- 
ed ſo well, that, in order to lay a more ſolid Foun- 
dation for its Support and Maintenance, Her late 
Majeſty was pleas'd, in the 5 th Year of ber Reign, 
to incorporate the ſaid School, and to make the 
Truſtees One Body Politick, by rhe Name of, The 
Governours of the Grey-Coat-Hoſpital in Tothil-Fields, 
of the Royal Foundation of Queen ANNE. 


Tur better to give an Idea of the good Manage- 


* ment of this Working-Hoſpital, the Reader ſhall firſt 


be preſented with the Particulars of the Annual Ex- 
pence for ſupporting it, as computed by a Medium 
taken from the Books of the Houſe for four Years, 
D from 


1 L 18 1 
from 1720, to 1723 incluſive; and then with the 
Means of defraying this Expence. | 


The Annual Expence. 


For Repairs and Furniture, viz, 

L. 1. d. 

The Bricklayer 26 19 oo 
Carpenter 
Glazier 
Emptying of Vaults — 3 11 og 
Smith 
For Spinning Tackle 
Turnery Wares —— 3 06 06 
The Brazier ——<— — 115 03 
Clockmaker —— OI oo 
Paviou wmnonmn 
Plummer I 17 O8 
For Blankets and Coverlids 6 oo os 
Mopps 1 00 oo 


— — 


For Cloat hing. 


For Woollen Cloth 26 O1 3 
Linnen Cloth —— —— 48 08 10% 
Leather Breeches 10 14 041 
New Shoes, Mending, &c. 55 03 06 

The Taylor 7 16 07; 

For Stuffs I 19 o 
Yarn — 11 09 oo 
Caps for the Boys —— 1 13 084 
Bodices and Stomachers 2 04 09 
Shoe Buckles ———— 0 16 06 

— — 166 07 06; 
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— —— 3 


Carry'd forward 232 19 034 


Pro- 


19 1 . 
Brought forward 232 19 34 


toi Proviſions. _ 
| | 4 L. s. d. 
The Baker ĩ; . — 156 o 2 09 
Butcher — 122 19 03 
Cheeſemonger ————193 17 03 
Milk-woman —— —— 17 02 014 
Soap-Boiler ——- - 35 16 06 
Corn-Chandler———— 16 02 00 
Tallow-Chandler fr 19 00 
Coal-Merchant 25 IF 0 
Exciſe of Small Bear — 11 18 004 
Apothecary — 14 09 09 | 
—— 1 or 0; 


Books. 
The ell ... ˙ nies d on 


Apprentices. 


L { W ith Apprentices — COONS, 37 11 047 


Incident 4. 
The Book of petty Disburſements— 49 13 10% 


99 


Salaries and Mages. 
The Maſter and Steward 40 oo 00 
& The Miſtreſs and Matron — 20 oo 00 
The Colle&or, Singing-Ma- 
fter,and Meſſengergat5/.cach 498 
Three Nurſes at 5 J. each — 15 00 00 > 
3 Two Spinning Women at ditto 10 00 00 
The Cook and Landry-Maid 1 ds os 


— — — 


$74. 06 09% 
1 


D 2 
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Fr remains now to give an Account how the Ex- 
pence of the Houſe is defray'd by the Produce of 
their Labour, and the charitable Contributions of 
well diſpoſed Perſons. | 


Annual Receipts. 


Tat Materials for employing the Chil- 7 N 
dren in Spinning, are furniſhed by a 
Wool-Merchant in Long Lane, South- 
wart; who Pays 15. 2 7 per pound, 
one with another, for working it up, | 
which Annually amounts to about) 


Tus Caſual Benefactions by Gifts aa] 


5 80 oo oo 


CoLLECT1ON at St. —_—— Church- 
Doors, 
SUBSCRIPTIONS and Rents, at amount to 
about per Annum. 


894 00 00 


— 
— —__I____—_S 


974, 09 00 


By the foregoing Account of Disburſements, it 
may be obſerved, that 130 poor Children of this 
Pariſh are not only inſtructed in the Principles and 
Duties of Chriſtianity, but alſo in the Means of 
getting a Livelihood by their on Labour, and en- 
tirely Cloath'd and Maintain'd; to which, adding 
the Maintenance of the Steward, Matron, and ten 
Ser vants, neceſſary for keeping the Houſe in Order, 
the Perſons being in all 142, the whole Expence 
comes to 61. 175. 3 d. per Annum, or about 25s. ) d. 
a Week each, excluſive of the Profits by their La- 
bour; which, according to the above Computation, 
reduces the Charge to about 25. 5 d. a Week for 
each Perſon. 

AnvD that it may appear how well they are pro- 
vided for in the Article of Food, the Reader is 


preſented with the following Weekly Bill of 8 
un; 


of 


00 


[ 21 1 


| 7 * 4 Dinner. Supper. 
Sunday Bread & But - Beef, Broth and Bread & But- 
ter or Cheeſe Peaſe ter or Cheeſe 
Monday Ditto Bread and But- Ditto 
| rer or Cheeſe 
Tueſday Each a half: As Sunday Ditto 
1 Peny Roll | ; 
X Wedneſday As Sunday Frumenty Ditto 
= Thurſday A — wax As Sunday Ditto 
0 
Friday As Sunday Peaſe-Porridge Ditto 
Saturday A — Milk-Porridge Ditto 
0 


_—_ - 
= 
"I 1 
d — x 
1 — 
*.0 


N. B. They are allow'd Beer at every Meal, with- 
out any Limitation. 


As as a Proof of the great Benefit of this Ho- 
1 ſpital to the Pariſh, there has been put out at the 
X 10th of January 1724-25: ſince its Foundation, to 
X Apprenticeſhips and Services 391. And thoſe who 
XX have had Servants from it, have given that Teſti- 
mony of the good Fruit of the Habit of Induſtry 
acquir'd by the Children under this Diſcipline, that 
they have declar'd, they would much rather take a 
Servant from hence for nothing, than to have Money 
with one from thoſe Nurſeries for Children, where 
there is no Work added to their Learning. 


- 

= 
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N H. Giles's in the Fields. 


Þ HE Church-Wardens and Overſeers of the 
7.4 Poor, in the Pariſh of St. Giles's in the Fields, 
by: having caus'd an Eſtimate to be made of the State 
of their Poor, and the Allowances given to them, 
the ſame was as follows. 


4 
3 
- 


Poor 


221 


Door Perſons, | Yearly Allowances. 
| by L. 4. da. 
162 All above 70 Years of Age. 759 o oo 


125 9 — 1 eee 'd [WIE ed 600.00 0 
183 Children, whoſe Parents are dead, 60! 05/69 


or run away, — — — 
70 Sick at — ry 5 
300 more, Lame, Blind, Mad, Infirm . 
CFC. o different Ages, — £1200 00 00 
Incidental Charges, as Surgeons, 
Apothecaries Bills, Cloaths 0 250 00.00 
Hoſpitals, &c. at leaſt =—— 


600 OO oo 


— ——— — 


841 I. 4200 oo oo 


Tuts Calculation, and the dreadful Proſpect of its 
increaſing rather than decreaſing upon the Methods 
hitherto uſed for relieving the Poor, put the Pariſh ' 
upon Meaſures for Employing the Poor, and aſſembling 
them into one Family, under the Care of one or 
more proper Managers. 

Turs having been propos'd, in a Caſe printed and 
diftributed Anno 1724. rais'd ſo many Benefattions 
among the wealthy Pariſhioners, for building an Houſe 
for the Purpole, that without any new Tax on the 
Pariſh, the Church-Wardens and -Overſeers of the 
Poor have been enabled to purchaſe a large Houſe 
near Broad St. Giles's, which they have enlarg'd with 
many Accommodations, for Lodging, Dieting and 
Employing ſeveral Hundreds of both Sexes of the 
Poor. An Infirmary for receiving the Sick, is ad- 
ded, where they may be provided with all Neceffaries 
and a few Years Experience will ſhew what Advan- 
tages will accrue to the Pariſh by this Method of 
taking Care of the Poor, 

St, 


1 23 1 | 
K. Martins in the Fields. 


THE Church-Wardens and Overſeers of the Poor 
in this Pariſh, conſidering that one Conſequence 

of the Succeſs of the Houſe erected in &. Giles's, 
would be the Diſcharge of many idle, vagrant Poor, 
who would of courſe reſort to the neighbouring Pa- 
riſhes, where the like Care was not taken; have 
caus'd a Work- Houſe, for employing the Poor, to be 
erected on the Church-Yard, near St. Martin's Library, 
and the Building is in a good Forwardneſs. | 
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g. James's, Weſtminſter. 


HE Church-Wardens and Overſeers of the Poor 

in this Pariſh, that they may keep Pace with 
their Neighbours, in a regular Proviſion tor the Poor, 
have taken Meaſures for erecting a Work-Houſe in 
the Burying-Ground near Poland Street. Beſides which, 
there is built a ſtrong commodious Fabrick in Burling- 
ton Gardens, near Hanover-Square, which was open d 
at Lady-day 1725. for the Reception of the Girls 
School in the Pariſh, where they are lodg'd, boarded, 
and ſet to Work at Spinning Flax, &c. Knitting, 
Sewing, Waſhing, and ſuch other Parts of Houſe- 
wifery, as may prepare them to be good Servants, 
And as the Miniſter and Gentlemen in the Pariſh 
have unanimouſly eſpous'd the Promoting this Foun- 
dation, there is good Reaſon to hope the Succeſs of 
it will anſwer ExpeQation. | 
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A Letter from 4 Gentleman at 
Greenwich, to his Friend at 
London, concerning the Girls 
School of that Place, 


S1 R, Greenwich, Mey. 4- 1724 


I the Year 1700, ſeveral Charitable Ladies of this 
Town, join'd their Subſcriptions for ſetting up a 
School for Teaching and Cloathing 30 Girls. Some 
Time after a Propoſal was made to the ſaid Gentle- 
women, that if they pleas d to allow the Charge 
that was uſually allow'd for Cloathing the Children, to 
be laid out in Materials for ſetting them to Work, the 
Miſtreſs might teach the Children to make their own 
Cloaths; which would have this Advantage in it, 
that tho' nothing might be ſav'd in the Charge, yet 
the Children, by being inur'd to Labour, would be 
better prepar'd for Services in the Families where they 
might afterwards be plac'd. A Tryal of this Propo- 
ial for one Year was ſoon reſolv'd on, and the Succeſs 
was ſuch, that it has been continu'd, with ſome 
Improvements, ever ſince. CE Ten: TE 
Tux Gentlewomen, who are Truftees, have a Trea- 
ſurer choſen among themſelves ; and the Account of 
Expences of this School, is kept in ſo regular a 
Manner, as to be worthy the Imitation of other 

Schools. | 
IN 1716. The School was in ſuch Reputation, 
that the Truſtees were enabled, by a Collettion at the 
Church-Doors, to augment the Children from 30 to 
40. And the Collection has been yearly continued 
ever ſince for keeping up that Number: So that 
fince the School was firſt tet up, about 200 Children 
have gone out to Services in private Families; and 
| On 


. 
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no ſooner is there a Vacancy in the School, but In- 
tereſt is made by Poor Parents to get another in; 
ſo pleas'd are they with the Management of it, tho 
at firſt, they were much averſe to it. 

Bz rox an Account is given of the Method of Em- 
ploy ing them, it will undoubtedly be acceptable to 
A. to be inform'd of ſome of the Methods us'd 
n Governing this School. The Truſtees for direct- 
ing it, wilely. judging that Shame might have a 
better Effect on the Minds of their own Sex, than 
Fear; have order'd the Miſtreſs to puniſh them ras 
ther with what may excite their Modeſty, than their 
Dread of corporal Puniſhment. In order to this, 
the Names of the Children are all enter'd on a 
Table, hung up in the School; againſt each Name 
there are ſeven Holes, with a Peg in the firſt 
of them, When a Child commits a Fault, 
the Peg is remov'd one Hole from her Name, and 
the is admoniſh'd accordingly. Upon the ſecond 
Offence, ſhe is led up to the Table; and, upon re- 
moving the Peg to another Hole from her Name, 
admoniſh'd again, with an Injunction to get a Pſalm, 
or a Piece of a Chapter by Heart, which the Child 
muſt take Care to do, or the Peg is carried on 
to a fourth or fifth Hole, by which ſhe is look'd 
upon as a high Criminal upon Record in the School, 
till ſome Atonement by Task, or otherwife, has pre- 
vail'd with the Miſtreſs to remove the Peg back 
again, and to wipe out all paſt Faults. 

If the Hearts of the Children are not melted by 
this Uſage, the Miſtreſs proceeds to greater Severity; 
by pinning a Horn-Book, or a Rod upon the Child; 
according to the Nature of the Offence : But for 
high Crimes, ſuch as profaning God's Name, Ly ing, 
or Pilfering, they are dreſs'd up in a Fool's Cap 
and Coat, and made to fit in the middle of the 
School for an Hour or mote, which they have in 
grout Abhorrence. And if they have pilfer'd of any 
erfon out of the School, they ate made to 95 
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publickly in that Dreſs, and ask Pardon of the 
Perſon offended, which they do with great Re- 
luctance; but this they rather do, than be turn'd out 
of the School, as they muſt be, if they don't 
comply with the Rules of it. . 

Tuus the Miſtreſs has ſeldom Occaſion to pro- 
ceed to ſeverer Puniſhments, and the Children ac- 
quire under this Diſcipline ſuch a Tenderneſs of 
giving Offence, as, through Gop's Grace, may remain 
with them ever after; and where they have been 
put out, the Modeſty and Dutifulneſs with which 
they ſerve, has very much recommended them. 


An Account of the Materials for Employing 
the Children of this School, beſide their 
Learning to Read. 


HE Miſtreſs buys the following Materials, to 
be ſpun, knit, or ſew'd by the Children for 
their Cloaths, viz. 


Wool in London for 13 d. per Pound, ready) L. s. d. 
dreſs'd, and about 100 Pound Weight, | 
one Year with another, ſerves for mak- bos os © 
ing Gowns and Petticoats for 40 Chil- Fats. 
dren, which at 13 d. per Pound, comes | 
to, — } 

This, being ſpun by the Children, is put) 
out to a Weaver in London, who has 44. 
per Yard, for Weaving halt Yard broad 
Stuff; which, as was faid, ſuffices for bog O06 O8 
Cloathing 40 Children for the Woollen 
Part, and makes about 560 Yards, 
which at 4 d. per Yard, coſts 


J 


Note. About 14 Yards make a Gown and Petticoat, 
but there being a Remainder of laſt Years Weav- 
ing, there were only 416 Yards wove this Year, 


Carried forward 14 15 oo 
Note. 


(7) 
Brought forward 14 15 oo 


Flax in Southwark, ready prepar'd for) 
the Wheel, there is bought 80 Pound | 
Weight; which, being ſpun by the | 
Children, ſerves to make ſo much © 
Thread, as when wove, makes Lin- * 13 N 
nen enough for the Childrens Shifts 
one Year, which at 8 d. per Pound 
comes to, J 
Tuis Thread is put into the Hands of 
a Weaver in the Country, who weaves 
it about Ell-wide for 8 d. an Ell, ande 02 15 04 
it generally makes 83 Ells more or 
leſs, which at 8 d. per Ell, comes to: 
Whitening the ſame Number of Ells, + | | 
at 4d. per Ell, comes to, o 07 08 


Note. Each Girl is allow'd fix Shifts 
in four Years, and all their Linnen 
is made up by themſelves. 


160 Yards of Ruſſia or Sileſia Linnen,) 
ſerve to make 80 Aprons, for ae 
Year's Wear, which at 6 d. per Yard, | 7 y 
comes to, — 
45 Ells of finer Linnen, ſerve for 8c ”— 
Caps and Bands for a Year's Wearing, 703 15 00 
which at 20 d. per Ell, comes to, & 
10 Yards of Muſlin for Borders at 2 5. 6d. 
per Yard, 
30 Yards 'of Dy'd Linnen to line the 
bo 10 oo 


OI OF CO 


Bodies and Sleeves of their Gowns at 
12 d. per Yard, comes to, — 


Carried forward 32 01 04 


Brought 
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Brought forward 32 or og 


ho Yards of Red Bays are bought every 

other Year, for under Petticoats, which 
are made by the Children; and at>o2 18 og 
20 d. per Yard come to o5 16 08. the 
half of which for one Year's Wear, is 

6 Pounds of Cotton Thread, at 3s. 1 4. 
per Pound, ſerves a Year for Gloves, g 
being knit by the Children, which att * oe 
3 5. 14. per Pound, come to, 

10 Pounds of Blue Worſted at 3s. 64. 
per Pound, ſerve to make 40 Pair off 
Stockings, knit by the Children, whichf 1 15 90 
come to, 


Note. Every other Year 5 Pounds of 
Worſted ſuffice to new Foot their 
Stockings. 


— — 


80 Pair of Shoes ſerve one Year, at 

25. 3 Oh. ——— ——— 
40 Pair of Pattens every other Year, 

ſuffice for the School, one half at 

12 d. and the other at 10d. which Ho 18 04 

come to ot 16 08. and the half of 

that for one Year, is 
10 Pair of Leather Bodices and Sto- 

machers, are annually bought for the 

School at 25s. per Pair, which come o 09 00 


og OO oo 


— — 


Total 48 11 086 


— — 


BEsiog the Articles above-mentioned, ſo much 
blue Camlet is bought at 14.4. per Yard, as ſerves for 
making riding Hoods for the Childrens Uſe in wet 
Weather, which remain in the School till they are 
worn out; and ſeveral Materials, as Needles, Thread, 
Ferret, and other things, are allow'd to the 1 
or 
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for making and mending their Cloaths. And as for 
the Article of Wheels, about 26 have ſerv'd the 
School fince it was open'd, which are bought at 
16 d. a Piece in Olg Bedlam. 

Tuus, you ſee the whole Charge of well Cloath- 
ing 40 Girls, annually comes to 48 J. 11 5. 6 d. which 
is 11. 4s. 34 for one Girl; in which Expence, if 
what is ſav'd by their Labour be not conſiderable, 
yet the Advantage accruing to the Children, by the 
Share they have in making and mending their 
Cloaths, as it makes them good Servants and good 
Houſewives, is not to be expreſs'd. 

Tur moſt experienc'd Spinners are put to ſpinning 
Linnen, that as little Waſte might be made as poſſible; 
and the Beginners are put to ſpin Moollen firſt, which 
neceſſarily occaſions ſome bad Work; this is laid 
by, and wove by it ſelf, to be made up into Cloaths 
for the Children who are Beginners, till their Hands 
are come better in. 

Our of the Childrens Labour upon the Materials 
before mentioned, there is a Reſerve of fine fſtrip'd 
Woollen Stuff, which is apply'd to the following Uſe. 

Tur Children, when they go to Service, are allow'd 
to take their School-Cloaths with them; and if 
they behave themſelves well, at the End of the firſt 
ſix Months, there is given to them a ftriped Gown 
and Petticoat, out of the reſerved Stock aforeſaid, 
and 20 Shillings, | 

Tus Truſtees of this School, purpoſely avoid bind» 
ing any of the Children out Apprentices, chooſing 
rather to place them out to a Year's Service for 
25 or 30 Shillings Wages; and if their Behaviour 
be ſuch as recommends them, they are continu'd in 
Service a Year longer, for which they are allow'd 
40 Shillings by the Families where they ſerve, and 
for. a third Year 50 Shillings, 

Ir muſt be obſerv'd, that the better to qualify 
theſe Children for Houſewifery, the Miſtreſs makes 
Choice of two or three of them to waſh the School, 
waſh and mend Linnev, ſcour and waſh Diſhes, * 85 

| uc 
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fuch other Buſineſs, as the School affords Scope for : 
And theſe Children, when their Hands are brought 
mto that Sort of Work, are again reliev'd by two 
or three others, at the Diſcretiok of the Mifireſs. 

Azour four Years in this School, qualify the 
Children for Service; and if it happen that any of 
theſe Children, by the Death or Removal of their 
Maſter or Miſtreſs, ſhould be out of Place, they are 
allow'd to return to School, to aſſiſt in Spinning, and 
ſuch other Buſineſs as they are capable of, till they 
can be provided with another Service; and are al- 
low'd out of the School Fund as their Labour 
deſerves. | 

Bur tho' this Proviſion is made to keep them out 
of Idleneſs, there is ſo great a Call for Servants out 
of this School, that they ſeldom lie long upon 
Hand, eſpecially if the Children have diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves by their Behaviour. | 

I have been the more particular in deſcribing the 
Management of this School, becauſe the Ladies, who 
have the Overſight of it, ſeem to have carry'd it 
to the utmoſt Perfection, ſo as to enable the Chil- 
dren to ſhift honeſtly by their own Induſtry, if it 
ſhould be their Lot to be caſt into any Part of the 
Kingdom where they might be friendleſs. And who- 
ever will take the Trouble to viſit the School, will 
with Pleaſure fee a Proof of what has been ſaid; 
a Miſtreſs governing with as little Severity as poſ- 
ſible, and the Children applying themſelves to learn 
all that is taught in the School, with the utmoſt 
Chearfulneſs; and the Employments aforeſaid not 
at all interfering with their learning to Read, and 
ſay the Church-Catechiſm, and attending the pub- 
lick Prayers of the Church, every Day in the Year. 


I am, 


S1R, &c. 


4 ſecoud 
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A ſecond Letter tie a Gentleman 
at Greenwich to his Friend at 


int Greenwich, Aug. 13. 1724. 


Am glad to acquaint you, that beſide the Beneſit 

1 redounding to this Place formerly mentioned, 
there is a generous Attempt for employing the poor 
People of both Sexes in this Pariſh. 

Ir being obſerv'd that the Poor were very nume- 
rous, and coſt about 800 J. to the Pariſh annually 
for ſupporting them; Two honourable Gentle- 
men of the Town offer'd to build a commodious 
Houle for Lodging and Dieting all thoſe Poor, pro- 

ided the Pariſh would conſent to diſpoſe of their 

eekly Allowances under ſuch a Management, as 

might, with the Produce of their Labour, wholly 
maintain them, 

Tun Pariſhioners, taking the ſame into their Con- 
ſideration, thanktully accepted of this Offer, and 
ſubmitted the Direction of it to ſueh Management, 
as the ſaid Gentlemen ſhould preſcribe. 

Mn. Matthew Marryott, of Olney in Buckinghamſhire, 
having, with great Succeſs, directed the ſetting up 
Houſes of Maintenance for the Poor in Buckingham- 
ſhire, and other Counties, was invited to Greenwich, 
to propoſe a Plan, by which the like might be done 
there. Accordingly, this Summer, a commodious 
Houſe has been built near the Church, at the 
Charge of the Honourable Gentlemen aforeſaid ; and 
at Midſummer, all ſuch Poor, as receiv'd Weekly 
Penſions from the Pariſh, were admitted into it, to 
the Number of 9o odd, and are at preſent employ'd 
in picking of Oakum, winding Silk for the mann 

Pte 
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Spinning Jerſey, and ſuch other Work as they are 
capable of, under Mr. Marryott's Direction. 

Tris Undertaking being in its Infancy, it does 
not yet appear what will be the Succeſs of it; but 
one good Effect it has already had, viz. That thoſe 
that are abſolutely neceſſitous, are better provided 
for than they were before; and many of thoſe who 
were before burthenſome to the Pariſh, have exert- 
ed themlelves, ſo as to live by their own Induſtry, 
to avoid giving that Burthen; by which, the Pariſh 
have already ſav'd conſiderably. And it has prov'd 
an effectual Means to drive Beggars out of the Town, 
notwithſtanding the People in this Houſe are lodg'd 
and dieted in ſo commodious a Manner as they ate. 


I am, 
SIR, Cc. 
P. S. Tux are furniſh'd with old Cable cut into 
Pieces, commonly called Junk, from the King's Yard 


at Deptford, to be pick'd into Oakum, for which they 
allow the Work-houſe 45. per hundred weight. 


T az Bill of Fare for a Week. 


Breakfaſt. Dinner. Supper. 
Sunday Bread and Beef and Broth Bread and 

Cheeſe Cheeſe 
Monday Beef Broth Haſty Pudding The ſame 


Tueſday Milk Por- Plumb Pud- The ſame 


ridge ding 
Wedneſday M ik Por- Beef and Broth The ſame 
ridge 
Thurſday Beet Broth Rice Milk The ſame 
Friday Milk Por- Beef and Broth The ſame 


ridge 
Saturday Beef Broth Haſty Pudding The fame 


A 
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Letter from 4 Gentleman at 
Maidſtone in Kent, to hu 
Friend in London. 


SIR, Maidſtone, Octob. 26. 1724: 


HE Workhouſe at Maidſtone is a large and 
1 handſome Building of three Stories high, ninety 
oue feet in Length, and twenty one in Depth, with a 
large Kitchin thrown behind. It was built by a Gen- 
tleman of this Fawn, in the Year 1720; and is capable 
of receiving all the Poor of the Pariſh, tho? at pre- 
{ent there are only ſeventeen Women, five Men, and 
eighteen Children reſiding in it. Of theſe there are 
only three Women, and eight Children able to work; 
who are employ'd at preſent in ſpinning Worſted, 
and have earn'd from Eaſter laſt to the fourteenth 
Day of this Month, eighteen Pounds and eleven 
Shillings; while the whole Expence for the Houſe 1 
the ſame time, has been ninety nine Pounds, anc 
fifteen Shillings. | $ 2 

Bur beſide the Poor maintain'd in the Work-houſe, 
there are many others who receive weekly Pay from 
the Pariſh ; and therefore our Poors Rate for this Year, 
will amount to about five hundred and thirty Pounds; 
and yet, notwithſtanding this Abuſe of maintaining ſo 
many of the Poor by a weekly Allowance of Money, 
we are Very great Gainers by out Work-houſe. For 
of the two immediate Years before the Houle was 
built, the Poors Rate in one came to nine hundred, 
twenty and nine Pounds; and in the other, to one 
thouſand and fixty two; and thereabout it had ſtood 
for many Years: So that you will obſerve, that tho 3 
we receive but half the Benefit of our Work-houſe, 1 
by maintaining but half our Poor in it, yet we ſaye 4 

| F pretty 
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retty near five hundred Pounds a Year, under ſo 


irregular and faulty a Management. For the Advan- 


tage of a Work-houſe does not only conlift in this, 
that the Poor are maintain'd at leſs than half the 
Expence which their weekly Pay amounted to, but 
that very great Numbers of lazy People, rather than. 
ſubmit to the Confinement and Labour of the Work- 
houſe, are content to throw off the Mask, and main- 
tain themſelves by their own Induſtry, And this was 
ſo remarkable here at Maidſtone, that when our 
Work-houſe was finiſh'd, and publick Notice given 
that all who came to demand their weekly Pay, 
ſhould immediately be ſent thither, little more than 
half the Poor upon the Liſt came to the Overſeers 
to receive their Allowance. 

Wenz all the Poor in our Town oblig'd to live 
in the Work-houſe, 1 believe we might very well 
maintain them for three hundred and fifty Pounds 
a Year at the utmoſt, But many of them find Intereſt 
enough to receive their uſual weekly Pay, and get 
themſelves excus'd from living in the Houfe. And 
thus it will happen more or leſs in all great Towns, 
where the Work-houſes are left to the Management 
of Overſeers annually elected. And therefore, from 
what I have ſeen here at Maidſtone, I conceive it to 
be a Matter of abſolute Neceſſity, that the Direction 
of a Work-houſe ſhould be left to ſome fingle Per- 
fon, to be choſen by the Pariſhioners, and not to a 
Number of Overſeers; who are more hable to a 


great Variety of Application in Favour of particular 


Perſons among the Poor, and more likely to att in 


an e Way in the Management of the Houſe, 


than any ſingle elective Perſon will preſume to do. 
By theſe Means too, the Appointment and Choice of 


the Work in which the Poor are to be employ'd, 


will be carry'd on in a regular and uniform Manner, 
and not be left to the Humour or Intereſt of annual 
Officers, to be changed and altered as they ſhall pleaſe; 


for different Overſeers will have different Intereſts; 


and where the Direction is left to them, it will pro- 


bably 


7 


6 
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bably happen, as it has in Fact here at Maidſtone, that 


the Poor thall be one Year employ'd in the Linnen, 
and another in the Woollen Manufactury; and this 
merely as it ſuits the Intereſt of the Managers. 

A Work- Howſe is a Name that carries along with it 
an Idea of Correction and Puniſhment; and many of 
our Poor have taken ſuch an Averſion to living in 
it upon that Account, as allthe Reaſon and Argument 
in the World can never overcome. Therefore it 
will be a Means of preventing a great deal of Trou- 
ble, and avoiding a greater Expence than you can 
imagine, to have the Work-houſe call'd by a ſofter 
and more inoffenſive Name. This, S1x, I mention 
to you, as a Matter of more Conſequence than can 
well be imagin'd by any body at a Diſtance ; for we 
Have many here who would chooſe to ſtarve, rather 
than be maintain'd in Plenty and Cleanlineſs in the 
Bridewell, or Houſe of Correction, as they call it. 

As there are many in our Workhouſe who are paſt 
their Labour, their Buſineſs is to teach the Childrem 
£0 xead, to clean the Houſe, attend in the Kitchen, 
and do ſuch other Offices as their Age and Strength 


admit of, The ancient People go to Church every 


Day, the Children and working People only on 
Wedneſdays and Fridays; but they have always con- 
Nant Prayers in the Houſe, and continual Ry the 
Scriptures. None are ſuffer'd to walk into the Town 
without Leave, and the Children are ſeldom een, 
even at the Door, but have a Spot of Ground for 
their Diverſion behind the Houſe. 

From this Account of our Work-houſe you will 
obſerve, That many Things may ſerve as Matter of 
Caution, which cannot be propos'd as Patterns for 
Imitation; for tho it be under no very commend- 
able Regulation, yet it is ſtill of very good Service to 
the Town. For this one may lay down as a certain 
Truth, that a Work-houſe, even under the worſt 
Direction, is far more advantageous to a Pariſh, than 
the moſt exact and careful Management of the Poor, 
where there is non —' i Ay 
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An Actount of the Work-houſe at _ 
Stroud in Kent, 


HE Miniſter of this Pariſh having with great 
1 Application viſited ſeveral Places in Kerr and 
Eſſex, to be inform'd of the beſt Methods for em- 
ploying the Poor, did, in the Year 1720, make Pro- 
poſals to the Veſtry of the Pariſh, ſhewing the Practi- 
cableneſs, as well as great Uſefulneſs, of taking proper 
Meaſures for employing the Poor, which were then 
grown very numerous and chargeable to the Pariſh. 
Tus Propoſals had that good Effect, that they 
ſoon agreed to build a convenient Houſe for lodging 
and maintaining all the Poor depending on the Pariſh ; 
the Succeſs of which is beſt related by the Miniſter 
Himſelf in the following Letter. 


A Letter from the Reverend Mr. Parfect, 
Miniſter at Stroud, to the Secretary of the 
Society at London for Promoting Chriſtian 
Knowledge. 


81 R, | Nov. 9. 1723. 


OON after the Propoſals abovementioned were 
made, the Veſtry came to a Reſolution to build an 
Houſe, and appointed ſeven Perſons Truftees to manage 
that Affair. Aud they preſently contracted with a Buil- 
der, and erected a large convenient Brick-Houſe in the 
Year 1721, which coſt 360/. The Perſon who built 
it, worthily conſented to be paid by our yearly Charity 
of 601. from the City of Rochefter: And the em- 
ploy ing that Gift this Way was, in the Opinion of 
a very eminent Lawyer, agreeable to the Will of the 
Donor, whole principal Deſign was to promote In- 
95 dauſtry 
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duſtry and good Living among the Poor, and to thaks 
their Lives more comfortable to themſelves and 
others, than they commonly are. And how far this 
Houſe has, and is Hike to anſwer what is offered in 
the Propoſals, 1 now beg Leave to acquaint the 
$Soctery. | AISLE BANE e 
Tus firſt Article relates to Pariſh-Orphans : And 
they are happily provided for in theſe Houſes. We 
have now 14 or 15 in ours; who are employ'd th 
Spinning Jerfey by a Perſon of the Pariſh, who xwiſts 
and dies it, and then ſells it for Stockings; and ſome 
Can earn 2 d. per Day in Winter, and 3 d. in the Sam- 
mer. The Officers receive their Money, and provide 
every Thing they want. Theſe Children us'd to be 
kept in poor Families at 2 s. per Week, and bred up 
in the groſſeſt Idleneſs and Vice! But wow they are 
inar'd to Labour, and help to maintain themſelves, 
earning at leaft their Diet. And by this Method, a 
great deal is ſav'd to the Pariſn, and the Children 
themſelves virtuoufly and chriſtianly brought up, and 
made fit for good Services. | | 
I ſhould acquaint you likewiſe, that we intend not 
that Spinning ſhall be their whole Buſineſs; but they 
are to be taught to knit their own Stockings, to make 
their Caps, Aprons, and Shifts; to clean the Houſe, 
make Beds, to aſſiſt (as they are able) in waſhing 
and getting up the Cloaths, dreſſing of Vickuals, and 
ſuch other Offices, as will make them good Servants, 
We put out one Girl this laſt Week upon good Terms, 
into a ſober Family, and ſhall do the ſame by the 
reſt, as they become qualify'd. And this Propoſal, 
as it takes Place in Market Towns, and populous 
Pariſhes, will, I hope, ſave many a poor Orphan from 
being ruin'd. We now find Pariſh-Officers too eager 
to get rid of them; and they place them out ſo young 
with little Money (two Guineas a common Price) to 
ſorry Maſters, that 'tis little better than murdering 
them. But when Children are put into a Way of 
contributing to their own Maintenance, and may be 


kept in theſe Houſes at little or no Charge to the 
Pariſh, 
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Pariſh, til they are old enough for Trades or Ser- 
vices; it can hardly be ſuppos'd, that Officers will 
then be ſo monſtrouſly cruel, as to go on in the old 
Road of ſacrificing them. Beſides, I hope thoſe Gentle- 
men will alſo ſeriouſly conſider farther, that God 
himſelf defendeth the Fatherleſs, and will ſurely be the 
Avenger of all ſuch as' axe 1o void of Bowels of Mercy 
towards them. The Command is plain and expreſs; 
Te ſhall not afflict any Widow, or fatherleſs Child. If 
thou afflict them in any wiſe, and they cry at all unto me, 
J will ſurely hear their Cy; And my Wrath ſhall wax hot, 
and I will kill you with the Sword; and your Wives ſhall 
be Widows, Ke x your Children fatherleſs, Exod. xxii. 22, 
23, 24. This barbarows Practice might indeed be in a 
good Meaſure ſuppreſsd, if his Majeſty's Juſtices of 
the Peace would ſign no Indentures, without enquiring 
into the Age of the Children, and the Character and 
Circumſtances of their intended Maſters ; or at leaſt 
not without an Order of Veſtry, ſign'd by the Mi- 
nifter of the Pariſh where ſuch Children liye; who 
tis to be ſuppos'd) will be very cautious and vigi- 
lant in fo important a Matter. LION 
Bor if our Legiſlators ſhould, in their great Wiſ- 
dom, think fit to reviſe and make any Additions to 
the late AQ, relating to Work-houſes, it is to be 
hop'd, that this great Hardſhip poor Pariſh-Orphans 
now lie expos'd to, will be entirely remov'd; ond 
that then a Clauſe will be likewiſe added, empower- 
ing ſome of the ableſt and diſcreeteſt Inhabitants to 
act always jointly with the Pariſh-Officers in the 
Direction of the ſaid Houſes. And by this Method 
they cannot well fail to anſwer all the excellent Ends 
we have ſo much Reaſon to expect from them. 

Tus ſecond Article is, to provide for the Aged, Sick, 
and Impotent Poor in theſe Houſes. And this End 
they happily ſerye in all Reſpects. We have now 
ſeveral very ancient Men, that live as comfortably 
in our Houle, as any Perſons in the Pariſh, They 
are wholly remov'd from the Cares and Troubles of 
this Life, and have little or nothing to do, but tp 


pre- 
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. themſelves for the next. When they ate 
ck, we have a convenient Apartment for them, and 
ſome of the Women of the Houſe look after them: 
They have likewiſe an Apothecary to attend them, 
and want nothing that their Caſes may require. We 
have one Man in the Houſe about $6, who has'been 
little better than a common Beggar for many Years = 
Some Time ago he was brought from another Pariſh 
very ill, and ready to be devour'd with Vermine; 
and all poſſible Care was preſently taken of him; our 
Apothecary attended him, and the Officers provided 
new Cloaths for him. And now, unleſs he gives over 
rambling, and continues orderly in the Houſe, _ 
: fuch Work as the Governours think him capable of, 
our next Care will be to ſend him to an Houſe of 
| Correction. 

Wx have alſo a very old deaf Woman in the Houſe, 
who knits well, and is uſeful that Way, conſidering 
her Age. We have likewiſe ſeveral other Women; 
and ſome are able to waſh, dreſs Victuals, &c. and 
even the moſt infirm can reel, ſew, and mend the 
Childrens Cloaths; and are ferviceable in one Reſpect 
or other. | 

Tus third Propoſal was, that all Elderly Women, 
who were only chargeable to the Pariſh for their 
Houſe-Rent, ſhould be accommodated in this Houſe, 
but we have not one of this Sort; tho' before our 
Houſe was built, that ſingle Article amounted to near 
30 J. per Annum, and occaſioned a great deal of Trou- 
ble to the Officers of the Pariſh. 

Tus fourth Article related to ſuch Widows as 
had Children, and commonly large Penfions upon 
that Account. But neither are we at much Charge 
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this Way. We have only one Woman and her three 
: Children, who are allow'd a Room in the Houſe ; but 
f the Mother goes out to Work, and the Children ſpin, 
1 and have their own Earnings, maintaming themſelves. 
There were ſeveral others, who were Penſioners 


before; but being healthy, robuſt Perſons, they openly 
declar'd, that they would drink leſs ſtrong Beer, — 
an 


mmm 
and work their Eingers to the Bones, before they 
would come into the Heuſe, or be any longer oblig'd 
to the Pariſh. And, I think, I may ſafely aver, that 
they live better now without, than they did before 
with their monthly Allowances. 
A confiderable Sum is likewiſe yearly ſav'd to our 
Pariſh by the fifth Prapoſal. For we ſend now ſuch 
poor travelling People, as fall ſick-in our Streets,- to 
the Work-houſe, and not to Ale-houſes, as uſual ; 
where large Reckonings were preſently run up, and 
ſuch extravagant Things done, that many have pre- 
tended themſelves ſick, for the Sake of being ſent to 
fich Quarters. But ſince we have taken this Courſe, 
we have not had half the Trouble as be ore. A Wo- 
man indeed, not long fince, pretended the was in 
Travail, expecting Money from the Officers to go 
forward to the next Pariſh. But being conducted to 
the Houle, put to Bed, and made to take Things 
proper for her Condition, ſhe found ſhe ſhould be 
detected, and ſo ſoon took an Opportunity to go 
about her Buſineſs; whereas if ſhe had been ſent to 
a Publick-houſe, I know not how long her Labour 
might have laſted. : 
was propos'd in the laſt Article, that the Cha- 
rity-Schools ſhould be annexed to the Work-houſes. 
Ours is ſo; and very many Advantages attend it. 
We gave before 351. per Annum to a Maſter and 
Miſtreſs, with two Chaldrons of Coals, and paid 6 1. 
a Year Houſe-Rent. But now, by having ſuch a 
convenient Room for the School in the Work-houſe, 
that one Maſter and Miſtreſs will ſerve for both, 
we ſave great Part of this Money, and apply it to 
a good Ule, which we very much wanted at for, viz. 
to place out our Charity-Children to good Trades and 
Services. Several Boys have already had the Benefit 
of it; and there are others, who will ſhortly be qua- 
lify'd to receive it. This Method is farther advan- 
tageous both to our Charity-Children and Pariſn- 
Orphans. For ſome of the former {pin and earn 24. 
and 3 d. per Day; and ſo have not only their Educa- 


tion, 
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tion, Cloaths, and Money to place them out; but 
partly maintain themſelyes, even while they are at 
School, by being thus ſet to Work, and carrying 
Home their Earnings to their Parents. The latter, 
viz. the poor Pariſh-Orphans, have likewiſe the Op- 
portunity of good Inſtruction with their Labour, and 
are allow'd ſufficient Time every Day for their 
Learning. *Tis a great Pleaſure to me to viſit them 
often, to ſee them ſometimes induſtrious at their 
Wheels, ſometimes diligent at their Books; and to 
find them Mornings and Evenings devoutly praying 
to God for themſelves and W e and ſinging 
Pſalms, and praiſing him for theſe ſignal Mercies 
vouchſafed unto them. Amongſt theſe Children, we 
have a poor Girl, who, before ſhe was taken into the 
Houſe, was the moſt miſerable Wretch upon Earth. 
Her Face is ſadly burnt and disfigur'd; and being 
almoſt blind, ſhe did nothing but creep about begging 
in the Streets; and ſuch a lamentable Spettacle, as, 
I think, was hardly ever ſeen. But, I thank God, 
there is a great Alteration in her Circumſtances; and 
ſhe is now as happy, as before ſhe was miſerable. 

This poor Creature has a good Memory, and a off, 
- pleaſant Voice; and 'tis delightful to hear her repeat 
Biſhop Ken's Hymns, which her Miſtreſs has taught 
her. Neither is ſhe altogether uſeleſs in the Houſe; 
ſhe helps about the Beds, and makes a ſhift to do ſome 
other little Things in it. 

THis, S1R, is the preſent State of our Houſe; 
and, I hope, it ſhews the Propoſals to be practicable 
in every Part of them. They are likewiſe altogether 
as advantageous to the whole Pariſh. Our Houſe was 
open'd about Midſummer 1722, and preſently check'd 
the Growth of our Rates, which were in a fair Way 
to have riſen to ſuch an Height, that I verily believe, 
the Inhabitants could never have been able to have 
paid them. As ſoon as we had reſolv'd upon this 
Undertaking, *twas agreed that our Charity from 
Rocheſter, ſhould be reſerv'd to pay for the Building; 
and that 601, is ſav'd entire for that Purpoſe 2 
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Year. Beſides which, our Poor-Rates decreaſe ; not- 
withſtanding ſeveral chargeable Accidents about 
Settlements, &c. have happened ; and we have been 
at a conſiderable Expence in furniſhing the Houſe. 
And *tis eaſie to ſhew, (and, I believe, moſt of the 
Pariſhioners are convinc'd of it) that in a little Time 
they will not be oblig'd to raiſe above 100 J. per Year 
whereas the Rates (excluſive of the Rocheſter Charity 
lately amounted to 230 l. and were ſtill riſing. Be- 
ſides, the Money now expended in the Houle, cir- 
culates duly among the Tradeſmen of the Pariſh, 
who ſerve it in their Turns, and have their Bills 
regularly paid. Whereas, what Money the Poor 
receiv'd before, was for the moſt Part idly and ex- 
travagantly ſpent, and did little real Service to 
themſelves or their Neighbours. But more of this 
will be ſeen from the Rules of the Houſe, and the 
Method of keeping our Books; which I will like- 
wiſe ſend you, as ſoon as I have Time to copy them, 

Sucn are the Advantages which we do, and ſhall 
reap from our Work-houſe; and that without farm- 
Ing it out, without pinching the Poor, or getting rid 
of our poor Orphans after a cruel and unchriſtian 
Manner. But give me Leave, Sin, to add, that 
there are ſtil] more behind; Great and Noble ones. 
For Bleſſed is the Man, that provideth for the ſick and 
needy: The Lord will deliver him in the Time of Trouble, 
This Work, and Labour of Love, will teſtify our Grati- 
tude to our great Benefattor and Redeemer, and entitle 
us to his Favour and Mercy. Inaſmuch, He will ſay 
at the great Day of Judgment, as ye have done it unto 
one of the leaſt of theſe my Brethren, ye have done it 
unto me. 

I think I have nothing further to trouble the 
$Soc1try with at preſent, but only to aſſure them 
that I am, x 

| SIR, 
Their moſt oblig'd, and moſt 
oveatent humble Servant, 


Ca. Parfect. 
Ras. 


a 


Reſolutions of the Veftry at Stroud, made the 4 


15th of November 1722, 70 be obſero'd by 
the Governours of the Work-houſe, in their 
future Conduth of the ſame. 


J. HAT Twelve Governours be appointed to 
direct the Affairs of the Work-houſe for one 

whole Year; and to report the State of it at a 

Veſtry, to be held once a Quarter, | 

Il. Thar a weekly Account be kept, in a Book 
provided for that Uſe, of all Disburſements in the 
{aid Houſe; and that the Overſeers of the Poor, do 
bring conſtantly to the Quarterly Veſtry, an Account 
of all their Expences but of the Houſe, to be entred like- 
wiſe in the ſaid Book, for the Satisfaction of all the 
Pariſhioners. | 

III. THar a Bill of Fare be given by the Govers 
nours to the Maſter and Miſtreſs of the Houle, : 

IV. Tuer the Governours viſit the Houſe by 
Turns; two every Day; and that whoſoever fails of 
ſo doing in Perſon, or by a Deputy (ſubſtituted out 
of their own Number) ſhall forteit S:x-pence for every 
fuch Default, to be diſposd of by the Majority of 
the faid Governours. 

V. Tu ar certain Orders be drawn up, telating 
to the Buy ing of Proviſions; and likewiſe the Beha- 
viour of the People in the Houſe; that it may 
not fail to anſwer the End of it, viz. to be an Houlſg 
of Piety, Charity, and Induſtry. 

VI. THar all proper Enquiries be daily made 
by thoſe, whoſe Turn *tis to viſit the Houſe, relat- 
ing to the Obſervance of thoſe Orders; and all 
Complaints, Grievances, &c. be minuted, in order to 
be laid before All, or a Majority of the Governours, 

VII. Tur all the Governours meet at the Work- 
houſe every Sunday, after Evening-Service, to adviſe 
together upon the Mutes, taken by them the Week 
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paſt, and to agree upon any freſh Rules, as they ſee 
Occaſion. 

VIII. Tu 4x if any difficult Caſe happens, it ſhall 
not be determin'd by the two viſiting Governours, 
but referr'd to the weekly Meeting ; or if it requires 
immediate Diſpatch, a Majority of the Governours 
ſhall be call'd together on that Occaſion. 

IX. Tr ar all Reſolutions, and Steps, taken in 
this Affair, be kept in a Book at the Work-houſe, 
for the Satisfaction of any Pariſhioner, or the Infor- 
mation of ſuch, as may be defirous to purſue the ſame 
good Deſign in other Places. 

X. Trar the ſaid Governours be diligent, and un- 
animous in this Undertaking, avoid all Contradictions 
and Oppoſitions to one another, and to the Rules 
agreed on . 2. themſelves; endeavouring to act 
with ſuch an exact Harmony, that (thoꝰ it be neceſſary 
to decide all Controverſies by the Majority, yet) as 
far as is poſſible, every ſingle Act of each Perſon, 


may have the Conſent and Approbation of the whole 
Number concern'd. 


Orders to be Obſers'd in the Morſt-houſc. 


I. HAT the Bill of Fare be punctually obſerv'd 

by the Maſter and Miſtreſs, until any Alte- 
ration be made therein, by a Majority of the Gover- 
nours. 

II. THar if the Butcher, who is to ſerve the 
Houſe in his Turn for a Month, or Quarter, does not 
conſtantly ſupply it with ſuch Pieces of Meat, as 
the Governours think moſt profitable for the Uſe of 
it, the two Perſons, who viſit on the Market-Day, 
ſhall go to other Shops in the Pariſh, where they may 
be beft furniſh'd. 

III. iTHar all the Shops in the Pariſh have their 
reſpective Turns to ſerve the Houle; in caſe they 


ſell as good Wares, and as cheap as they do to other 
People. 


IV. 
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IV. Trar they always ſend Notes of the Weight 
and Price with their Goods; which are to be fil'd 
by. the Maſter, as ſoon as he has made proper Entries 

of the ſaid Goods in the Books of the Houſe. 
V. Tarar all Bills be paid once a Quarter by the 
Overſeers. : 

VI. Tyar the Grown People in the Houſe have 
their reſpective Offices or Employments; and that 
thoſe Offices or Employments be appointed by a 
Majority of the Governours. 

VII. Trar the Children ſpin Jerſey, and be 
moderately task'd; and if they are idle, and do not 
their Tasks, or make great Waſte, that they go ſome- 
times without their Meals, and ſometimes have cor- 
poral Puniſhment, at the Diſcretion of the Maſter 
and Miſtreſs. 

VIII. Tuer they be at Work by Six of the Clock 
in the Summer, and eight in the Winter, and con- 
tinue ſo, till they have done their daily Tasks. 

IX. Tram ſpecial Care be taken to prevent the 
Childrens making Waſte; and that this Article be 
particularly enquir'd into by the viſiting Governours. 

X. Trar fit Perſons be appointed to reel the 
Work; and that they do it well and faithfully, 
without injuring the Houſe, or the Perſon who 
employs them. 

Xl. Thar each Child have every Day two Hours 
to learn to read, &c. at the Diſcretion of the Maſter 
and Miſtreſs. 

XII. Thar there be Prayers in the Houſe Morning 
and Evening, and a Chapter in the Bible, diſtinctly 
read before Prayers; and that Grace before and 
after Meat be always ſaid by one of the Children. 

XIII. Tyar certain Hours be appointed and ob- 
ſerv'd for Prayers and Meals; and that none of the 


-Houſe be abſent at ſuch Times; and that all go to 
Bed by Eight in the Winter, and Ten in the Summer. 


XIV. THrar all the Children, and as many of the 
Grown People as can be ſpar'd out of the Houſe, do 
conſtantly go to Church on Sundays, 1 


4 e ee 
Wedneſdays and Fridays, and carry their Bibles 
Common-Prayer Books with them. 

XV. Trar neither Children nor others, go 
abroad on Sundays, but continue together in the 
Houſe, and read ſome Portion of Holy Scripture, or 
a Chapter out of the Whole Duty of Man. 

XVI. Thar the Children be never ſuffer'd to go 
into the Streets, or to play, unleſs they behave them- 
ſelves well in the Houle, and do their Tasks. 

XVII. Tuer none (either old or young) preſume 
to go out without the Maſter's or Miſtreſs's Leave. 

XVIII. Trar particular Care be likewiſe taken 
of the Education, Manners, and Behaviour of the 
Children of the Charity-Schoob taught in the Work- 
Houſe ; and that their Names be call'd over at Seven 
a Clock in the Summer, and Eight in the Winter 


and 


Half Year, every Morning, and at one in the After- 


noon : And if any be miſſing, to be put down with 
Notes for Tardy, or Abſent; and that great Faults, 
as Lying, Swearing, Stealing, playing at Church, 
Truanting, &c. be alſo noted down in weekly Bills, 


to be laid before the Governours every Sunday- 


Evening. 

XIX. Thar all the Children appear then con- 
ſtantly before the Governours, to ſhow the Condition 
of their Cloaths, and to be examin'd in the Progreſs 
they make in their Learning; that the Maſter and 
Scholars may have their due Commendations, and the 
Benefactors all the Comfort they propole to them- 
ſelves, by encouraging this Deſign. 

LASTI , That the Maſter and Miſtreſs uſe all 
poſſible Care to promote Peace, and good Order in 
the Houſe; that they treat the elderly People calmly; 
and tenderly; and to lay all material Complaints 
before the Governours, without attempting to remove 
them themſelves. 

ResoLvep, That the Articles agreed to at a 
Veſtry, held the 15th of November 1722, with theſe 
and all other Orders, that may be made hereafter, 
for the due Management of the Work-houſe, be 
always 
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always conſulted by the viſiting Governours ; whereby 
they may be eaſily directed to make all proper Enqui- 
ries, and to frame their Minutes accordingly for the 
general Weekly Meeting. 


The Bill of Fare. 


Breakfaft. Dinner Supper 
Sunday Hard Bisket for Buttock of Beef Hard Bisket for 
the Children, and Pudding the Children, 


Bread&Cheeſe Bread & Cheeſe 

for the old | for the old 

People People 
Monday Beef Broth Cold Meat and Bread & Cheeſe 


Puddin 
Tueſday Hard Bisket for Double Rands Bread & Butter 
| the Children, of Beef and 


Milk Porridge Pudding 
for the old 
People 
Wedneſday Beef Broth Gold Mot and Bread & Cheeſe 
udding 
Thurſday As on Tueſday Mouſe. piece of Bread & B 
| Beef & Peaſe | 
Pudding 
Friday Peaſe Porridge Cold Meat and Bread & Cheeſe 
Pudding 
Saturday As an Tueſday Thick Milk Bread & Butter 


Tus Accounts of Receipts and Diſburſements for the 
Houſe, are regularly kept for the Inſpection of any 
of the Benefactors, or Pariſhioners. A Specimen of 
which is publiſhed in an Account of this Work- 
houſe, printed by Joſeph Downing in Bartholomew-Cloſe. 
But, for the Reader's Satisfaction, the Account of 
Expences for the Year 172 37 is here ſubjoin'd. 


7 Bread, 


ar 
Bread, Flower, and hard Hinter. 


L. . 
Paid Mr. — 1 ſt Quarter, viz. 
| from Lady-Day 1723,85 10 07% 
to Midſummer 
Mr. — 2d Quarter — 7 06 o5 f 
* 15 — 7 OI oo 
— 4 Uarter, vix. | 
to Lady-Day 4 ve; lags 


Butter, Cheeſe, Soap, Candles, 
and other ſmall Wares. 


Paid Mr. — 1 Quarter 3 11 081 
Mr. — 2 Quarter ———— 4 05 10 
Mr. — 3 Quarter .-—— 4 14 02 


Mr. .— 4 Quarter 4 10 oo 
— — 17 Ol 084 


Beer. 


Paid Mr. 1 Quarter ———— 4 07 06 
2 Quarter ——— — 4 07 06 
3 Quarter — —— 4, 00 06 
& Quarter — — 4 14 06 
— 17 10 o 


Milk. 


Paid Mrs. — 1 and 2 Quarters © 19 00 

3 Quarter —— 1 o1 06 

4 Quarter ——— © 08 oo 
— — o Og os 


Carry'd over 66 12 O9 
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Brought over 66 12 094 
Beef. | 
5 B 
Paid Mr, — 1 Quarter - 7 12 03 
Mr, — 2 Quarter — 9 O 1 


Mr. — {Quarter —— 6 1208 
Mr, — 4 Quarter ——— 11 04 08 
2 r n 
Linnen and Chaths. 
Paid Mr A. and B. for the whole Year — 8 08 04 


' Coals. 


Paid Mr A. for 4 Chaldron for the — 8 


— — — 


Leather. 


Paid Mr, — for Leather to make and mend} 5 
Shoes for a Year 5 O02 


— l—— 


Maſter's yearly Salary — = — 10 oo oo 


Mending Wheels and Reels, ſtrong ler e 10 
for Waſherwomen, paid the whole Vear 3 1 


OO 
— 


133 00 057 


By the foregoing Account, the Reader may obſerve 
in how eaſy a Method the Accounts of this Houſe 
are kept. Five Articles ſuffice, for the moſt Pr 
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for the weekly Expences, which may be all ex- 
preſs'd in ſo many Lines; and at the End of each 
Quarter the Totals are computed as in the preced- 
ing Account. The Annual Articles are accounted 
for in the Quarters in which they happen. 

Ix the Year, for which the foregoing Account wag 
kept, 30 Perſons were, one Week with another, 
maintained in the Houſe ; ſo that the weekly Charge 
per Head amounts to about 1s. 845. And the 
Earnings by Labour, which are about 8 5. per Week 
to the Houſe, are clearly ſav'd to the Pariſh. 

Tus chief Buſineſs which employs the Poor here 
is Spinning, for which one Perſon in the Neighbour- 
Hood furniſhes them with Wool ready prepar'd for 
the Wheel, from Time to Time as they want it. 

Tuis Perſon pays a Penny for every Skain that is 
ſpun ; the Skain conſiſting of ſo many Threads as is 
uſual. 5 

Ap the Houſe pays a Penny for every Ounce of 
Wool that is loſt or waſted of the Quantity deliver'd 
in. By which Means all Trouble of buying or ſelling 
Materials for employing the Poor is avoided. 
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An Extract of ſeveral Letters, giving 


an Account of Work-houſes ſet up 
in the County of Filer vi. 


Barking, alias Bury-king. 


SIR, a March 13. 1744; 


N the Year 1721, the Pariſh took a Houſe upon 
a Leaſe for 30 Years, at 10 J. per Annum, and 
aving fitted it up with neceſſary Accommodations 
for receiving the poor Penſioners. of the Pariih, they 
open'd it at Chriſtmas the ſame Year. . It will conve- 
niently lodge about 48 People, two in a Bed; and 
there is a ſmall Infirmary built on the Backſide of 
the Houſe, but the People are generally in ſo good 
Health, that there has been hitherto little Occaſion 
to uſe it. 8 
Tu Number of Poor now in the Houſe is, 


old M ; 1 

x old Women from 50 to 80 Years of Ages 
Bo | 
; 3 Girls + from 4 to 7 Years old. 


20. 3 . 3 
Turi Employment is picking Oakum, at which 
they earn altogether about 201. per Annum; the 
Materials for this Sort af Work being Pieces of old 
Cable, or Junk (as it is calWd), are bought of two 
Merchants, one at Rotherhith, near Three Mariners Stairs, 
and the other at Cuckold's Point, and coſt from 7 5. 
to 105. per hundred Weight; which is fold again in 
Oakum for 105. or 12 5. per hundred, 

Or in ſpun Yarn at 2 d. 3 per pound, FOOD 

Or in Rope Yarn at 2 d. per l. or 16 5.8 d. per C. Wt; 


For all thele are made out of old Cable. Tas 


(525 


Tux Women knit and mend Stockings for the 


whole Family, make Beds, and kee 
and ſometimes pick Oakum. 


p the Houſe clean, 


Tur Steward and his Wife have the Government 
of the Family; he buys all Neceſſaries for Food at 
the Market, and ſhe takes Care for drefling it. 

Tux Vittuals is divided into Meffes, 4 Perſons to 
a Meſs; and this being a cheap Country for Fleſh, 


they have 
the following Bill of Fare, vix. 
Breakfaſt. 
Sunday Sheeps Head 
| Broth 
Monday Beef Broth 
Tueſday Haſty Pud- 
ding 
Wedneſday Ox Cheek 
Broth 
Thurſday Hot Peaſe 
Porridge 
Friday Beef Broth 
Saturday Milk Por- 
ridge 


4 Fleſh Days in the 


Dinnes. 
Beef, Pudding, 
and Broth 
Oatmeal Haſt 
Pudding, wit 
a quarter of a 
Pound of But- 
ter to a Meſs 
Three bak'd 
Ox Cheeks 
Peaſe Porridge 


Beef and Broth 
Milk Porridge 


Sheep's Head 
for each Meſs 


Week, according to 


Supper. 
What's left 
at Noon 
Bread Butter 
or Cheeſe 


What's left 
at Dinner 
Bread, Cheeſe 
and. Butter 
What's left 
at Dinner 
Bread and 
Cheeſe 
What's left 
at Dinner 


BREA D and Beer are allow'd to all without Limitation. 


Tur have Roaſt Beef at the Three great Feftivals, 
and Plumb-Pudding at Chriſtmas. 


Tus Poor's Rate here is reduc'd from 2s. to 15. in 
the Pound, and the Poor better provided for. 


Rum- 


0 
Rumford. 
Str, e eg Ockob. 24. 1724 


Received yours in due Time, and had acknow- 
ledged it ſooner, but that Buſineſs or Accidents 
ave hindred me; this is all the Apology I ſhalt 
make for this Delay, and therefore ſhall addreſs my 
ſelf to give you ſuch an Account as you defire. 
You f 
houſe in this Town. It is true in Fact we have one; 
and tho' it has not fully anſwer'd our Expettations, 
yet it proves of vaſt Service to the Pariſh; the 
Truth owt is, we have not publick-ſpirited Men 
enough amongſt us to ſuperviſe it, and therefore 
there has not been ſo good OEconomy in it, as is 
requiſite to render a thing of this Nature the moſt 
exteiſively uſeful and beneficial to the Publick. 
As to the Number of People taken in and pro- 
vided for in the Houſe, it is very different, ſometimes 
more and ſometimes leſs. We have had above 39, 


and now under 20. Theſe being impotent People, 


very aged, or Children, it cannot be expetted they 
ſhould earn a great deal: However, ſomewhat they 
do, both Men and Women go Abroad to work, when 
there is a Demand for them; and at Home the 
Women ſpin or wind Silk, and the Men pick Oakum. 

I muſt, S1, obſerve to you, that the Advantage 


of the Work-houſe to the Pariſh, does not ariſe from 


what the poor People can do towards their Subſiſt- 
ance, but from the Apprehenſions the Poor have of 
it. Theſe prompt them to exert, and do their 
utmoſt to keep themſelves off the Pariſh, and 
render them exceedingly averſe to ſubmit to come 
into the Houſe, till extream Neceſſity compels them. 

Pk1Ds, tho' it does ill become poor Folks, won't 
ſuffer. ſome to wear the Badge; others cannot brook 
Con- 


ave been rightly inform'd as to the Work- 


(54): 
Conſinement; and a third Sort deem the Work-houſe 
to be a mere State of Slavery, and ſo Numbers are 
kept out. : 3 

Tunzr are two Things more that have greatly 
contributed to render the Work- houſe beneficial 
towards reducing the Poor's Rate, viz. That whereas 
before a great many Penſions were granted thro? 
Partiality or Favour, theſe are all ſtopp'd: And 
whereas it was uſual to pay Rents for the Poor, we 
have reſolv'd to pay none; and in this Article we 
have ſav'd to the Pariſh above 701. per Annum. 

Beroks opening of the Houſe, our Rates for the 
Poor were ſometimies 15. 8 d. and 15. 10 d. and never 
under 15. 6 d. per Pound; laſt Year they were but 
15. out of which too we paid a Debt of 50 J. and 
this Vear we hope to come off for 8 d. 

I ſend you a Tranſcript of the Orders; in the 
main they are pretty good, and proper to promote 
the End of their Eſtabliſhment. I have enquir'd 
how the Orders are obſerv'd, and am told, that in 
moſt Things preſcribed they are very punctual. 

Tux Expences for the Work-houſe. from Michael- 
mas 1723, to Michaelmas 1724, were 147 J. 11 5s. od 
and the Receipts for the Labour and Work of the 
Poor in the ſame Time, were 10 J. 17 s. 7 d. | 

THeks is alfo another Work-houſe in this Neigh- 
bourhood, viz. at Hornchurch, and the Pariſh has had 
good Succeſs in the Eſtabliſhment of it: The Poor's 
Rates are reduced from five hundred Pounds per 
Annum, to under two hundred; and there is this 
Singularity there, that they have ſet the Work- 
houſe, and give a Man one hundred Guineas to 
provide for the Poor for one Year, and hope to 
agree with him for the next at fourſcore, 


I am, 


S1 R, &c. 


The 


* 
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re Orders in the Work-bouſs at Rumford 
are to the following Het. 


I. WHA the Maſter and Miſtreſs be ſober and 
orderly Perſons, and not given to ſwear, and 
that they ſee the Orders ſtrictly performed. 

II. Trar they riſe by Seven a Clock in the 
Morning from Afchaelmas to Lady- Day; and by Six 
from Lady- Day to'Michaelmas. © 

III. Trar they ſee the Family a Bed by Eight” 2 
Clock, and their Candles out, during the Wintet 
half-Year ; but in the Summer half-Y Year, that they 
be in Bed by Nine. 

IV. Tuar they have their Breakfaſt in the Winter 
half-Vear at Eight in the Morning, and in the 
Summer half-Vear by Seven. 

V. Tuer they have their Dinner by one a Clock 
all the Vear. 

VI. Tur they have their Supper at Six in the 
Evening during the Winter halt-Year, and in the 
Summer at Seven. 

VII. Tuar the Beer be drawn by one perſon for 
a whole Day in his Turn. 

VIII. Trar the Cloth be laid by Turns for Break- 
faſt, Dinner, and Supper. 

IX. Tuar they ſit at the Table to eat their Meals 
in a decent Manner. 

X. -Taar the Maſter ſay Grace before and after 
their Meals, 

XI. Thar they have the Houſe ſwept from Top 
to Bottom every Morning, and waſh'd once a Week. 

XII. Tnar they are call'd to work in Summer by 
Seven, and 1n the Winter ar Eight in the Morning. 

XIll. Tuar they leave Work at Seven a Clock at 
Night in the Summer, and Six in the Winter. 

XIV. Tuar no Perſon go out of the Gate without 
the Maſter's Leave. 5 
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XV. Trar if any Perſon ſteals, or is heard te 
ſwear, or curſe, for ſuch Crimes the firſt Time to 
ſtand on a Stool at one Corner of the working Room, 
Br — Day, with the Crime pinn'd to their 

rea 

XVI. Trar for the ſecond Offence, he or ſhe Rand 
in the like Poſture, and have half a Pound of Bread, 
and a Quart of Water for that Day. 

XVII. Txxr for the third Offence, he or ſhe be 
order'd by a Juſtice of Peace to be publickly whipt. 

XVIII. Trar the Maſter read, or cauſe to "be read; 


Prayers every Morning before Breakfaſt, and every 


Evening before Supper, aud call together as many as 
can be conveniently there. 


XIX. Trar theſe Prayers ſhall be out of the Whole 
Duty of Fan, or ſome other good Book, as the Mi- 
niſter ſhall appoint, 

XX. Tur the Maſter and Miſtreſs ſhall every 
Lord's Day attend at the Publick Worſhip, with as 
many of the Houſe as are not hindred by a juſt 
Reaſon. 

XXI. Tur on the Lord's Day, either before 
Church, or after Dinner, he do read, or caufe to be 
read, the Pſalms and Leſſons appointed for the 
Morning Service; and after Evening Prayer, the 
Pſalms and Leſſons for the Evening Service; and alſo 
a Seftion or Chapter out of the Whole Duty of Man. 

XXII. Trar the Mafter and Miſtreſs do receive the 
Holy Sacrament four Times every Year at leaſt. 

XXIII. Tuar the Maſter do give an Account every 
Monthly Meeting, of all en as are negligent and 
diſorderly. 


Brent. 
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Brentwood, Eſex. 


SIR, : Jan. 9. 1711. 


N the Work- houſe at this Place, there are only 
at preſent 4 or p ancient People, paſt their La- 
bour, one incurable, and half a dozen ſmall Children, 
under the Government of a Miſtreſs: And tho', the 
poor People being helpleſs, there 1s little or no Work 
done in it, yet the ſetting of it up has had this good 
Effect, that the Poor's Rates are leſſen'd above one 
half, by exciting the Induſtry of the poorer Sort, 
who are willing to exert their utmoſt Endeavours to 
maintain themſelves at Home, rather than to be put 


into the Work-houſe. 
I remain, 


SIR, Cc. 


F 


Malden, 27 ex. 


S1 R, Jan. 30. 1725. 
Have inform'd my ſelf of the State of our Work- 
houſe; and, as you deſir'd, ſend you theſe Par- 

ticulars. The Reverend Dr. Plumb, a Native of this 

Place, left by his Will feveral Lands, with confider- 

able Sums of Money for charitable Uſes in Malden, 

one of which was the building and endowing a Work- 
houſe. What the particular Sum is, that was defign'd 
for the Work-houle, does not yet appear; For the 

Remainder, after the Diſcharge of all Debts and 

Legacies, was to be aſſign' d for this Uſe. by 

I ow 
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Now, tho? ſeveral of the Truſtees were Inhabitants 
and Magiſtrates of the Town, and the Town grie- 
vouſly oppreſs'd with the Weight of the Poor's 
Rates; yet, for ſome Reaſons, it was not thought 
proper to demand the Money for the Work-houſe 
of the Executor, for ſeveral Years after the Doctor's 
Death: But about 10 Years ago, the Work houſe 
was built, which coſt about a thouſand Pounds: and 
about two hundred more was laid out for Goods 
and Utenſils. 

Ir's ſaid, there is about 700 J. ſtill behind, which is 
to be laid out in Land for the Support of the Work- 
Houſe; but the Truſtees do not yet think fit to 
demand it. 

Brrokt this Proviſion was made, our Poor's Rates 
were from three to five Shillings in the Pound per 
Anmm ; but now one Shilling in the Pound is the 
ordinary Stint in our Pariſh, and the other two 
Pariſhes about half as much. There are now not 
twenty poor People in the Work-houſe; for this is 
one conſtant good Effect of it, that many of the Poor 
will endeavour to live of themſelves, rather than be 
ſo provided for. I think this 1s all you defired 
to know, and therefore, with due Reſpetts, 


] remain, 


SIR, Go. 


. . H lot. 33 373 S .,. ,. o of. c. . . de D 


2 Colcheſter, Eſex. 


SIR, Nov. 11. 1724. 


HE Work-houſe Corporation at Colcheſter, con- 
ſiſts of 48 Guardians, elected by every T ownl- 
man,who pays to the Poor after the Rate of five Pounds 
per 
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per Anmm; beſides the Aldermen of the Town, who 


— 4a 


are conſtant Guardians by virtue of their Place. 

From among theſe forty eight, are choſe by them- 
ſelves a Governour, Deputy Governour, Treaſurer, 
and Twelve Aſſiſtants. The Buſineſs of theſe laſt, 
is to have the immediate Direction and Management 
of the Poor, whom they relieve according to their 
own Diſcretion. A 

Turn Authority veſted in the whole Body, is to 
aſſeſs and rate, in equal Proportions, every Perſon 
living within the Town of Colcheſter ; which is done 
by a Pound Rate upon all Land and Tenements, 
Tythes appropriate and Impropriations of Tythes, 
according as the Exigencies and Wants of the Poor 
require. a 

Tus Rates never exceeded 6 s. ſometimes 534. and 
at preſent only 3 s. 44. in the Pound per Annum. 

Tune Sum of Money rais'd every Year at the pre- 
ſent Aſſeſsment, amounts to about 18001. for the 
collecting of which there are two Perſons chofe, to 
whom we allow a Salary of 30 J. each. This Money 
is paid into the Hands of the Treaſurer, and is by 
him diſtributed weekly to two other Perſons called 
Payers, who relieve the Poor according to each 
Perſon's ſtated Collection, or their particular Emer- 

encies, as the Aſſiſtants ſhall, by Bills under their 
ands, order; which Bills are always produc'd as 
Vouchers, to prevent any Fraud. 

By the Aſſiſtants every three Weeks is kept a 
Court at the Work-houſe, where the Poors Com- 
plaints are heard, and there reliev'd according as 
they ſee Cauſe. 

In the Work-houſe there are about 40 or 30 
Children, kept at Work by a Mafter appointed, 
whoſe Salary is 2001. per Annum, beſides Mainte- 
nance; where they are allow'd the beſt of Meat three 
Times a Week, and the beſt Butter and Cheeſe the 
other Days, that can be bought for Money. Their 
Work is Catding and Spinning Wool for the Bay- 
makers; ſome of them 1 earn 6 d. OF 7 d. a 

4 N 
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Ix this Work-houſe, there is a large Part aſſign'd 
for au Infirmary, - into which the old and infirm 
Perſons are put; where there is a Nurſe to attend 
them, with Firing allow'd; but the Poor there are 
at ftated Allowances, and provide for themſelves, by 

the ſame Work, or any other which they chooſe. 


I remain, with due Reſpetts, &c. 


bob pt f . r. f. c N in; Sc xy Nd c hex ph 


Chelmsford, Eſſex. 


SIR, | 1722. 


Ccording to your Requeſt, I here give you an 
Account of our Proceedings from the firſt 
eretting a Work- houſe, and the Advantages the Pariſh 
has receiv'd by ſo doing. | 
Ir was built upon Ground where ſtood old Alms- 


| houſes, always wanting Repair, which coſt a great 


deal of Money every Year: The Ground was about 
110 Feet in Length, but they took not above 17 
Feet in Breadth, there being Room lefr for a Yard 
and a Garden behind the Building. 

Tux Pariſh choſe Twelve Truſtees to direct the 
Work, and they provided Money to go on with it: 
They borrowed 300 J. upon Intereſt, beſides what 
they gathered from the Rates; it was about fix 
Months before it was ready to receive the People: 
The whole Charge was about Goo J. and in a Year 
and a half's Time, by lefſer Rates than they had paid 
before, they diſcharg'd all the Workmen, and the 
Money borrow'd upon Intereſt; We paid 3s. 64. in 
the Pound, but paid only 25s. 64. all the Time of 
the Building; and ſince it is finith'd, we have reduc'd 
it to 15. in the Pound for the whole Yeer, including 
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the Church-warden's Rate; for we have no Church 

Lands belonging to us. | = 
Tus Houſe was built in 1716, and I may aver, 
that the Pariſh has ſav'd,, by having a Work- houſe, 
between 1000 or 1100/. For the People of the 
Pariſh have been ſorely afflicted with the Small- Pox, 
and Fevers, and Agues; and becauſe they would not 
come into the Houſe, they have made ſhift with a 
Shilling, Shen four before would not content them; | 
and they were wont to be always troubling the Over = 
ſeers for Money, tho' never ſatisfy'd| whatever they | 
gave them; but now the Overſeer's Office is the | 
eaſieſt Office in the Pariſh: We pay no Rents as 
we us'd to do, for. we paid as many-Rents formerly, | 
as would pay the Intereſt of the Money that built 

„ „„ AO 4 | | 
Ir a Perſon that is induſtrious falls ſick, or his 
Family, we da not preſently hurry him into the 
Work houſe, but give him now and then a Shilling 
for preſent Aſſiſtance: And if thoſe that do come "A 
in, have any Goods, they bring them in with them. | 
Erzven Perſons had the Small-Pox in the Houſe, 
and it coſt the Pariſh not one Shilling for nurſing | 
them, nor any Charge for an Apothecary ; thank 
GOD they all did well with the Kitchen Phyſick, 
which ſav'd the Pariſh Abundance of Money, which 
muſt have been expended, had they been nurs'd 

Abroad as they us'd to be. : 
Tuus far you have an Account of the good Effects | 
the Pariſh has receiv'd by building the Work-houſe ; | 
I thall now inform you how the Poor are managed, | 
Tus ancient People are treated according to their 
Age, without Compulſion: But the luſty and ſtrong | 
are task'd according to their ſeveral Abilities, ſome | 
to earn 54. ſome 4 d. ſome 3 d. and the Children | 
ſome 1 d. ſome 2 d. a Day. They have always a | 
Breakfaſt to go on with their Day's Work; and if 
they be not forward in the Forenoon, they have 

neither Dinner nor Supper till they have done, 


— ———  — —  — IT 


Tur 


| (62) OY 

Tazy have the beſt of Beef and good Pudding three 
Times a Week, Sundays, Tueſdays, and Thurſdays : They 
are allow'd Beer, two Buſnels of Malt to the Hogſhead, 
and nine Gallons to the Buſhel: They have all a 
clean Shift every Week, and Care is taken that they 
be waſh'd, and their Heads comb'd: They have 
two Buſhels of Meal every Week, and bake it as it 
comes from the Mill: They have good Cheeſe, 
and good Butter, and all other Neceſſaries for Houſe- 
keeping. There are Four Overſeers, and every one 
accounts in his Quarter to buy ſuch Things as are 
wanted; and the Maſter keeps the general Accounts 
for the whole Pariſh; ſo that every Pariſhioner 
may ſee what his Money is laid out for. I ſhould 
have -inform'd you, that they make Broth from the 
Meat for the next Morning, and other Mornings 
Milk Porridge from the beſt of Milk. 

Our whole Charge for the Year is about 190 /. 
but has been 500 l. and more. 

SIR, If I have omitted any Thing that your 
Friend will think material, I ſhall be ready to anſwer 
it upon the firſt Information to, 


Str, 


Your-humble Servant, Gr. 


P. S. Ar the Seaſon for r Hops, the whole 
Family have been imploy'd that Way, and earn'd 
not a little by their Labour. 


8 
Hertford. | 


S18, February 16. 1745. 


HE Work-houſe in St. Andrew's Pariſh Hert- 
ford, was open'd June 20. 1724. it coſt about 
400 J. The Money was borrowed at Fl. 5 6. per 
Cent. to fink the Principal in 99 Years; or the Pariſh 
may redeem or pay off the Mortgage when they 
pleaſe. Before this Houſe was erected, we paid about 
141. per Annum Rents for the Poor; and the whole 
Expence for maintaining them amounted to 200/. 
per Annum: But ſuch great Numbers, rather than 
come into the Houſe, quitted their Penſions; that | 
now 1001, will carry the Pariſh thro' a Year. The | 
Poor are now more induſtrious; there are about ten 
in the Houſe, who are imploy'd in ſpinning Wool, 
and in making and mending for one another; and | 
they earn about 8 5. a Week. The Maſter is allow'd | 
s. a Week and his Lodging, with Proviſions for 
Pimſelf and Family in the Work-houſe. 
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Ware, Hertfordſh, 


81 R, Feb. 1727. 


T is not above half a Year ſince the Work- houſe | 
at this Place was erected, ſo that a ſtrict Account | 
of what will be ſav'd, is not yet known. Two thirds [4 
of the Penſioners have left taking their Penſions, and | 
we expect our Rates will fink one half at leaſt. The 
[ 


Poor, about 30 in Number, coſt the Pariſh about 18 d. 
| ' each 


(84) 
each per Week to maintain them : They do very little 
Work, for ſcarce any will come there that can do 
any, beſides Children, and they are half the Day at 
their Books. There are 3 or 4 old Men, that are 
let out to work, and the Hapſe hath what they earn; 
but ſome ſmall Matter is given them for their En- 
couragement. | 4 

Tux great Difficulty of beginning this Houſe, was 
the Want of Money to build it, the Pariſh being 
already overburthen'd with Taxes ; to remove which 
Difficulty, a Gentleman in the Neighbourhood, of 
his own Accord, readily lent the Pariſh 500 /. free of 
Intereſt, to begin this Method of relieving the Poor, 
upon Condition of being re-imburſed out of the 
Savings of the Rates as they riſe, 
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Hatfield, Hertford/þ. 


SIR, Feb. 173%. 


T is about three Years ſince the Work- houſe at 
this Place was erected at the Pariſh Charge; it 
coſt between three and four hundred Pounds: Above 
30 Perſons at preſent are imployed in it, who ſtand 
the Pariſh in 15. per Head per Week, to maintain them 
only in Meat and Drink, beſide Cloaths; the Chil- 
dren are taught to read: The Rates are reduc'd at 
leaſt half; the Poor are employ'd in Spinning, Knits 
ting, &c. according to what they can 2 N 


| 055) 
St. Alban's, Hertfordſh. 


S1h, . Sept. 18. 1724. 


N Anſwer to your Enquiries about our Work- 
houſe, we have 
20 Men and Women from 50 to $0 Years old, lodg'd 
and dieted here in a Houſe provided by the 
Town, and they are imploy'd in winding Cotton- 
Wick for the Tallow-Chandlers, at which they 
earn, one with another, about 2 d. a Day. 
10 Boys from 4 to 14 Years of Age, one with 

4 Girls F another, earn likewiſe about 2 d. a Day, 

the Boys at making Horſe-whips for Jockeys, 
&c. the Materials for which are found by a Sad- 
ler in the Neighbourhood; and the Girls at 
Spinning both Linnen and Woollen. 

FL ax is bought for 6 d. per Pound prepar'd for Spin- 
ning; and 8 Pound, when ſpun up, will ſerve to 
make a Pair of Sheets. 

Tus Wool is furniſt'd by a Clothier, ready pre- 
par'd for Spinning into Jerſey, who gives from 7 d. 
to 144. a Pound for Spinning it, according to the 
Fineneſs of it. 

Tus Wheels are provided at the Publick Charge, 
but then with Care they laſt many Years, ſo that 
there has been no Oceaſion to buy any ſince opening 
the Houſe 1720, when two dozen were provided at 
2 5. 6 d. each. 

Tus Houſe is an old Building, partly Brick, and 
partly Plaiſter, well repair'd. for the Purpoſe, and 
will accommodate 100 People: There is an Acre 
and an half of Ground belonging to it, and the 
whole coſt the Town about 250 l. out of which they 
Jet as much to a Gardener as yields 10 J. per Annum-. 

As for Furniture, the poor People generally bring 
in their Bedding, and ſome other {mall Neceſſaries, 
of which an Inventory is taken when they are 
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brought to the Houſe, ſo that there has been no 
Occaſion to buy more than three Beds, and a few 
other Things ʒ >» err AP 

70 Yards of Cloth, at 5s. ber Yard, has, with the 
Aſſiſtance of a Taylor, ſervd to make and mend 
what was neceſſary of wearing Apparel, for 4. Years 
paſt, joyn'd with the old Cloaths brought to the 
Houſe by the Poor. ron 

As to Linnen, we ſpin all we have Occafibn for, 
and buy the Flax at the Rate abovementioned. 

Bor that you may be more perfectly acquainted 
with the Expence of our Management, it is neceſſary 
that I give you ſome Account of our Kitchen Provi- 
ſions, either weekly, monthly, or yearly, by which 
you may eſtimate the whole, | 

Beer, 72 Pound Weight, at 24.4 per Pound, or 
20 d. per Stone, ſerves the Houſe one Week. If we 
don't lay in ſo much Beef, for Variety, we make up 
the Weight mention'd with Mutton, Pork, or Veal, 
at the ſame Price, when they are in Seaſon. 
| Frowrr, 2 Buſhels. at 45. per Buſhel, ſerves a 
Week for Bread and Puddings. 

Milk, 7 Gallons at 4 d. per Gallon, ſerves a Week. 

BuTTER, half a Firkin, containing about 40 J. at 
4 d. per Pound, ſerves us tWo Months. 

Cukksk, three hundred Weight of Cheſhire and 
Glouceſterſhire, at 3 4.5% per Pound, ſerves us two 
Months. | t 

As to Beer, we buy ſo good at 5 s. per Barrel, 36 
Gallons to the Barrel, that we think we ſhould not 
{ive much by brewing it, all Things conſider d; and 
1: Barrel ſerves one Week. RR 

come now to give you an Account of ſome inci- 
dental Charges. . | 

Roors and Fruit, at the Seaſons for them, 5 5. 
Value ſerves one Month, 

SvGar, 28 Pound, at the Rate of 30 5s. per hundred, 
{crves one Month. 

Saur, Pepper, &c. 3 5. Value, ſerves a Month. 

Soar, one Firkin, containing 30 /, at 5 d. per Pound, 
ſerves a Month, Cans 


(C67) | 
Candies, + dozen, at 6s. per dozen, ferve a Year, ' 
7 Chaldron, at '4o0's. per. Chaldron; ſerve a 
vear. But to help out theſe for r c. we add, 


L. ee. 4, | 
3 Load of Billets at 16 s. per Load 2 08 oo 
6 O0 O 


. Faggots, at 125. per hundred, x: 4 1368 


each Year — — — — 


Wirs the Materials beforementioned, our weekly 


| Breakfaſt. Di _ Supper 
Sanday' Bread & Cheeſe Beef, Mutton, Bread & Butter 
p or Butter Vea, or Pork, or Cheeſe 
with Roots 
Monday Beef Broth Cold Meat left The ſame 
| from Sunday 
Tueſday Milk Porridge Boil'd Rice- Bread and Mo- 
| Pudding, &c. loſſes 
ö Wedneſday Milk Porridge Bak'd Rice- Bread & Butter 
f Pudding- Suet or Cheefe 
J Thurſday Bread & Cheeſe Beef, Mutton, The fame 
or Pork, with _ 
Roots 
Friday Beef Broth Cold Meat left The ſame. 
* Thurſday | 
Saturday Milk Porridge Boil'd Rice The ſame 
1 | Pudding, or 
Rice Milk 
0 
6 Ir any are ſick, they are well nurs'd, and taken 
t Care of by the Women of the Houſe, in an Apart- 
d ment for that Purpole; and to ſuper-intend all, we 
have a diſcreet Man and his Wite, who, for 15 . per 
i Annum, and an Apartment in the Houſe, with the 
Kitchen Fare, take Care of every Thing: The Man 
4. keeps the Accounts of the Houſe, both of what 
comes in, and what goes out, or is expended, in a 
d, Method preſcribed by the Overſeers, 


7 


Bill of Fare is furniſh'd in this Method. 


By the Narrative | have given, you will apprehend 
the Reaſon why 1 could not give vou an Account, 
ſtated by way of Debtor and Creditor, ay you de- 

K 2 hired, 
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| 
| 


fired, our Expences being ſo various, ſome Articles 
being weekly, others monthly, and ſome yearly : 
But the good Effects of our Management is apparent 


from the Reduction of our Rates for the Poor, as 
follows. | 


| | Diſburſements. 
| In theYear 1720 we were rated 6s. in the 86 1 
| Pound, and disburs'd —— 566 19 037 
1721 4 5. in the . 
Pound, and disburs'd — ers 19 024 
| 1722 — 3. in the 
1 Pound, and disburs'd 8 387 Oo 00 
1723 — — 3 .in the i 
1 Pound, and disburs'd —— $275 1-65 
1724 w— 29. 6 d. in 
the Pound, and the Dis- 200 oO oo 
burſements will be about — 


So that, by this Management, we have in about 
four Years Time, reduc'd our Poor's Rates above 
half, and hope to ſave more hereafter, now our 
Houle, and other extraordinary Charges are paid 
for; Articles not to be avoided at the Beginning of 
li ſuch an Undertaking, 
| Give me Leave to warn you and your Friends, not 
to promiſe your ſelves too much from the Produce 

of the Labour of the People, when they engage in 

ſuch a Management for the Publick Good: It muſt 

be conſider d, the Men and Women are generally old 
| and helpleſs, and the Children perfectly raw and un- 
U experienced in every Thing; ſo that if you keep 
| them employ'd, tho the Produce be no more than 
| what will pay for the Articles of Firing and Candle, 
it is ſomething not to be deſpis'd: And what is ſtill 
of greater Conſequence is, that by keeping them 
employ'd, you keep them in Health, and from Idle- 
neſs, the Parent of moſt Diſorders in Society, as 
Houle-breaking, robbing on the High-way, thieving 
| of all kinds, Beggary, Lying, Sedition, and even a 
| total Depravity of Manners: When the Poor are 


habi- 
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habituated to work, they are ready to do every Thing 

in their Power, at one Sort of Labour or other. 
How pleaſing muſt it be to a good Man, to help 

ſuch People as do their utmoſt not to be burthenſome 

to the Publick, eſpecially when ſo ſmall a Matter as 


20 d. or 2s. a Week, with frugal Management, will 


reſcue an Object of Charity from a ſtarving Condi» 
tion, and find him a clean warm Lodging, with three 
Meals a Day, and wholeſome Food: To which it muſt 
be added, that, beſides the Charity of it, the good 
Man delivers himſelf and his Neighbours from the 
Clamours of common Beggars; an Advantage we were 
never happy in before, till we fell into this Way of 
employing the Poor. | | | 

Bzrors this Management, it coſt us at leaſt 30 l. 
per Annum for Houle-Rent, and 15 or 201. per Aunum 
to an Apothecary for Medicines, both which Articles 
are now entirely ſav'd. 

Nor are we of little Service to London, as we are 
a great Thorough-fare, the Strollers that were wont 
to paſs this Way, can no longer live in our Air, 
unleſs they will ſubmit to work. 

I muſt alſo acquaint you, that the principal Advan- 
tage to the Publick, by encouraging theſe Foundations, 
ariſes from the Spirit of Induſtry that is provok'd 
by it among the Poor. Many of our People, who 
before chiefly depended on what they could get 
weekly or monthly, by teezing the Overſeers of the 
Poor, now buckle to Labour; and fince they find 
they muſt give their Labour to the Publick, if they 
will depend on the Publick, they have exerted them- 
ſelves, got Wheels and Materials for Spinning, and 
work early and late to avoid coming into the Work- 
houſe ; not that we uſe any Severity there to fright 
them from it, but they chooſe to be accountable to 
themſelves for the Produce of their own Labour; 
and ſome really ſeem to live better now, depending 


on their Induſtry only, with G O D's Bleſſing, than 


when they receiv'd Relief from their reſpective 
Pariſhes, Theſe Famjlies look like fo many 2 
dinate 


Ap—_ - — 
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dinate FaRories to the publick Work-houſe, tho? 


they have no Relation to it, except as they conſpire 
by Induſtry and Emulation to baniſh Idleneſs and 
Beggary from this and the neighbouring Pariſhes. 

ly there be any thing elſe neceſſary to put this 
Matter in a clearer Light for your SatiafaBtion, it 
ſhall be readily communicated by, | 


SIR, 


Your moſt humble Servant. 


KE 36063 03636306367 063363 f. Hf N f A 


St. Stephen's Pariſh, near 
St. Alban's, Hertfordſh. 


S1n, i | March 31. 1725. 
H E Succeſs of the Work-houſe at St. Alban's, 

has induced the Pariſh of St. Stephen's, within 
half a Mile of the Abbey Church, to agree upon 
the ſame Method as is us'd at St. Alban's, to employ 
their Poor; in order to which, the Veſtry have 
already agreed to build a Brick-Houſe, at the Charge 
of f201. adjoining to the Alms-houſe, which will 
receive all the Poor of the Pariſh ; and *tis hop'd will 
accommodate them much better than now they live, 


as well as fave Money to the Pariſh, 


Wu have paid four nine-penny Rates yearly, to- 
wards ſupporting the Poor there, and purpoſe to 
continue it, till the Houſe, &. are paid for, but then 
we hope to keep all our Poor for half what they 
us'd to coſt. 

am, SIR, . 
Your humble Servant, 


Hitchin, 


mad Ti 
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T H 5 preſent Condition of our Work-houſe is 
ems. 
Fur nz is a Charity - Houſe convenient for this 
Purpoſe, into which the Officers of the Pariſh put 
ſuch Poor as are willing to go, upon Condition that 
they carry their Beds, &c. in with them, and do 
what Work they are capable of doing, the Produce 
of which goes towards their Maintenance, which is 
very good as to all Neeeſſhries; ſome of the chief of 
the Town being by Turns their Proveditors. Thoſe 
that will not comply, are deny'd the uſual weekly 
Allowance of the Pbors Rate, and that Money ap- 
ply'd to the Uſe of the Work-howſe. 

I take it to be a very good Undertaking, to which 
the Poor will be reconcil'd in Time; and al 
we find our Poors Rate much leſſen'd, and few com- 
mon Beggars at our Doors; but really at preſent, 
thoſe that have been in, get out as ſoon as they can, 
and few others care to enter; tho', as I ſaid, very 
well provided for in all Reſpe&s: But there is 
ſomething, as they think, wanting, a little Money 
to buy Tobacco, Gin, &. 


Jam, SI x, 


Yours, <>, 


Hemel. 


n 
Hemel-Hempſtead, Hertfordſb. 


Si, May 1724. 


| HE Pariſhioners here being inform'd, that Mr. 


Matthew Marryott had been ſucceſsfully en- 


gaged in ſetting up Work-honſes in ſeveral Places, 
-Jent for him, and the Veſtry made the following 
Contract with him the 24th of May 1720. 


4 E whoſe Names are here under ſubſcrib'd, Pa- 


riſhioners and Inhabitants of the Pariſh of 


Hemel. He ſtead, in the County of Hertford, do agree 


with Matthew Marryott, to undertake the Care of 
the Poor, or to put in ſome other proper Perſon, 
ſuch as he ſhall think fit to name and ſend, with 
the Approbation of the Pariſhioners, to take Care to 
feed, lodge, and cloath all the Poor of the faid 
Pariſh, that ſhall be ſent to the Houſe of Mainte- 


nance by the Order of the Pariſhioners, at the Charge 
of the Pariſh; and we do, in Confid 
2 Pains and Trouble the ſaid Matthew Marryott 


eration of the 


all be at in the Management of it, conſent and 


fully agree with the ſaid Matthew Marryott, to pay 


him the yearly Sum of forty Pounds, and one Coat 
of thirty Shillings, to commenee from Midſummer 
next, and to continue for the Term of three Years. 
To this Agreement we have ſet our Hands; and 
whatſoever reaſonable Directions the ſaid Matt hem 
Marryott ſhall give for the preparing or altering the 
ſaid Houſe, we promiſe to ſee them perform'd, and 
they ſhall be allow'd of; and we do agree to abide 
by the ſame as above. Witneſs our Hands the Day 
and Year above-written. 

 Sign*p by the Church-wardens, Overſeers, and prin- 
cipal Inhabitants, at a Meeting of the Veſtry ; and 
counterſign'd by Mr. Marryott. 


A 


On 
A Certificate of the good Effects of Mr. Mar- 


ryott Management there. 


 Hemel-Hempſtead in the * 
of Hertford, une 1723. 


W=. whoſe Names are here underwritten, do 
certifie, that upon looking over our Poor's 
Book, we find, that for eight Years before we em- 
ploy'd Mr. Matthew Marryatt, the Poor's Rate amount- 
ed in the whole to 5922 J. 16s. 84. which is 7401. 
7s. 1d. one Year with another; when we erected 
a Houſe of Maintenance, our Poors Account amounted 
from Midſummer to Eaſter follow ing to 276 1. 6 5. O d. 
which is three Quarters of a Year's Expence, Mr. 
Marryott's Salary included; and from Eaſter 1721, to 
Eaſter 1722, we expended 3881. 8 5. 8 d. 4 Mr. Mar- 
ryott's Salary included. 

From Eaſter 1722, to Michaelmas following, being 
half a Year, we. expended 111 J. 1 5. 84. Mr. Mar- 
ryott's half Year's Salary included. And that the Poor 
are well kept, eloath'd, and maintained. 


S16N'D by the Miniſter, Church-wardens, 
Overſeers, &c. 


Ir is agreed by Order of Veſtry, that the before- 
mentioned Contract with Mr. Marryott ſhall ſtand 
in full Force, and remain for a Twelvemonth longer, 
till Aidſummer 7724. 


Olney 


(74) 
_ Olney in Bucks. 


S1R, Dec. 31.1724. 
H E firſt Deſign of this Work-houſe was, that 

1 the Expences of the Pariſh in the maintaining 
their Poor might be contracted, and that the Poor 
receiving Collection might be more effettually pro- 
' vided for. 3 

As to reducing the Expences of the Pariſh, 
the Poor's Rates, before the Erecting of this Work- 
houfe, were three Shillings and nine-pence in the 
Pound, and are now reduc'd to one and nine-pence.” 

To bring this about, the Town in the firſt Place 
purchaſed a Piece of Ground 3 to an Houſe 
belonging before to the Poor, which Purchaſe was 
about forty Pounds; the whole is now reckon'd worth 
150 J. including the Worth of the Poor's Houſe 
before. | 

To ſee that due Orders are kept in the Work- 
houſe, a Mafter is provided to ſuper- intend it, whoſe 
Buſineſs is to keep the Poor to their Work, to ſee 
to the buying in and dreſſing the Proviſion, to give 
an Account of the Work done, and what is expend- 
ed: This Maſter is maintain'd out of the Proviſion 
of the Houle, and a Salary allow'd him of 16 J. per 
Annun. | 

Tux Work which is done ordinarily in the Houſe 
(the Inhabitants being moſt of them old) comes now 
to about 15 5. a Week, which is given to the Pariſh 
Officers, as a Part of what is to contribute to the 
maintaining them, 

Tus Perſons admitted into the Work-houſe, are 
admitted by the Conſent of the Pariſh firſt obtain'd ; 
and, being found too poor to ſubfiſt independently 
of ſome Help, are there maintain'd, after having firſt 
deliver'd up all their Goods into the Pariſh-Officers 
Hands. ; | 55 | 
| Tus 


Tur Pariſſi provides them with all neceſſary 

Cloathing beſtdes Diet, and keeps them when ſick in 
a more comfortable Manner. | 
Tus Number of Poor in the Work-houſe, is fome- 
times greater' and ſometimes leſs, but is generally 
about thirty, and the Meat, Drink, Waſhing, Firing, 
Fr. is reckon'd at about thirty Shillings a Week. 

Tus Perſons belonging to the Work- houſe, are 
ſuppos'd to be ſuch as are like to be a continual 
Pariſh Charge; for as to thoſe who are only con- 
tingently ſo, by Sickneſs happening to them; they 
have Helps. allow'd them during the Continuance of 
thoſe unfortunate Circumſtances, by which they 
were reduc'd. | 

Tus Poor of the Houſe have hot Meat twice a 
Week, they are allow'd Cheeſe, their Bread is two 
2 Wheat to one of Barley; and for their ſmall 

eer, two Buſhels are aHow'd to the Hogſhead. 

Ix any claims a Right to a conſtant Share in the 
Pcors Collection, and refuſes to accept it upon the 
Terms of being admitted into the Work- houſe, he 
is refus'd the Collection he asks. 

Ir is owing to the erecting of this Work-houſe, 
that ſeveral Hands, which would be either otherwiſe 
idle, or ill employ'd in the breaking Hedges, and 
ſuch like Acts of Diſhoneſty, are commendably en- 
gaged in Labours innocent, uſeful, and advantageous. 

Wuar's receiv'd for the Work every Week, is 
weekly ſet down; as is alſo what is weekly expend- 
ed; at the Foot of which Account the Difference is 
computed, and how much the Town is every Week 
out of Purſe. | 


An Extratt of the Orders in the W ork-houſe 
o Olney. 


HAT no Perſon ſhall be put into the Houſe 

to be there kept, without a Licenſe under the 
Hands of five of the chiefeſt Free-holders and Inha- 
L 2 bitants 
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bitants of the ſaid Pariſh, and the Hands of the 
Overſeers of the Poor, and of as many more of the 


. reſt of the Free-holders and Inhabitants Hands as will 


ſign the ſame. 

Tur if any Perſon ſhall come into the ſaid Houſe 
themſelves, or bring in any Child or Children to be 
there kept, without ſuch Licenſe as abovenamed, they 
ſhall be ſent to Bridewell, and further puniſhed. 

Trar if any Perſon refuſe to work orderly, and 
ſo many Hours as the Maſter of the Houſe ſhall 
command them, they ſhalt be ſent to the Houſe of 
Correction. | 

Tuar if any Perſon will not work, pretending. 
Sickneſs, which may be diſcover'd by their Stomachs 
or otherwiſe, they ſhall be ſeverely puniſh'd. 

THrar if any Perſon ſhall BO a begging or charing, 
that is kept in the ſaid Houſe, they ſhall be ſent to 
Bridewell. 

Tur if any Perſon ſhall ſell any Thing or Goods 
that are ſeized by the Overſeers of the Poor, they 
mall be puniſh'd as the Law directs. 

Tur the poor People in the Work- houſe, if 
of healthful Bodies, and able, ſhall in Summer riſe 
at five, or before that Time, and go to Bed at nine. 

THrar if any one in the Work- houſe ſhall convey, 
take, or ſteal either Wood, Coals, Cloaths, Lace,or any 
thing belonging to the Work-houſe, or to any body 
elle there, they ſhall be puniſh'd as the Law direds, 
with the utmoſt Severity. 

THrar if any Perſon thall preſume to cut off the 
Seal affix'd to the End of their Lace, they ſhall be 
ſeverely puniſh'd. 

THrar on Saturday in every Week, at Four a Clock 
in the Afternoon, the Overſeers of the Poor ſhall 
meet, and the Free-holders and Inhabitants, who are 
willing, may meet, to adjuſt the Week's Accounts 
for the Poor, enquire how the Poor in the Houſe 
are uſed, and whether any Abuſes have been there 


committed, and what elſe is needful to be done for 
the Week enſuing. 


THAT 


n 
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Tur the Maſter of the Work- houſe ſball every 
Week, at the End of his Accounts, ſet down in 
Writing all the Diſorders committed in the Houſe 


that Week, that the Offenders may be examin'd 
by the Free-holders and Inhabitants, and puniſb'd 


as they deſerve. | 


c x x bro btbetitebtbbrpbbbtibett 
Newport-Pagnel, Bucks. 


S1R, Dec. 31. 1724. 


H E N any poor Perſon can be provided for 
at an eaſier Rate by the Pariſh, than by ſend- 
ing them to the Work-houſe, the Perſon is not ſent, 
ALL who are maintain'd in this Work-houſe, are 
alſo lodg'd and kept to Work, the Benefit whereof 
is taken by the Overſeers of the Poor, and what the 
Work of the People in the Work-houſe wants of 
maintaining them, the Overſeers ſupply. 
By this Means the Poors Levies, which us'd to 
be ſeven ſix-pences in the Year, are reduc'd to three. 
THERE is a Maſter appointed over the Houſe, 
his Salary is 171. per Annum; his Office is to keep 
the Poor to their Work, to buy in all Proviſion for 
the Maintenance of the Poor, ſee to the dreſſing and 
Diſtribution- of it, and to give an Account to the 
Overſeers of the Poor of what is earn'd or expended. 
Tus Poor are allowed Meat three Days in the 
Week, upon others Milk, or Milk-Porridge; they 
have {mall Beer, and coarſe wheaten Bread, with 
Butter or Cheeſe, or Broth, for Breakfaſts and 
Suppers. : 
Ir any are ſick, they are ſtill kept and maintained 
in the Work-houſe, and ſuch Things allow'd them 
as they can eat, | 
Wuszx 


©... 2 | 

Wurm any Perfors refuſe to go to the Work- 

houſe, they are allow'd little or no Colleckion, but 
muſt provide for their own Subfiſtance. 

TAT Poor who belong to the Houſe wholly, are 
cloath'd as well-as fed and lody'd. 

IT is judg'd, that the Board of every poor Perſon 
in the Houſe is twelve-pence a Week a-piece Charge 
to the Pariſh. 3 

As to Firing, Cloaths, Rent of the Work-houſe, 
the Maſter of the Work-houſe is not concern'd about 
theſe, but the Overſeers of the Poor are to take Care 
to provide them, tho they uſually employ the Maſter 
of the Work-houſe in theſe Affairs. 


NN EEE EEE II AA EE AI ILILILILI 
Hanſlope, Bucks. 


Six, Dec. 31. 1724. 


T H E Overſeers of the Poor having hired a con- 
| venient Houſe, and furniſhed it with Beds, and 
other neceſſary Utenſils, ſend thither all Sorts of 
People, young and old, that from time to time become 
chargeable to the Pariſh, (and eſpecially if they 
become noiſy, and are not content with ſome {mall 
Allowance, as one Shilling a Week at furtheft) by 
this Method ſometimes ſingle Perſons, aged or infirm, 
ſometimes whole Families, Widows, and their Chil- 
dren, are ſent in, to be there provided with Meat, 
Drink, Lodging, and Phy ſick too, if need be. 
Sucn of the Poor as are able, are ſet to Lace- 
making, and the Children that know uot how to 
make Lace, are taught it there, by a proper Perſon 
hired by the Pariſh for that purpole. 
Tur Perſon mention'd as teaching them to work, 
is the Maſter of the Work-houle, who being ſome 


poor 
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r Man, lives with them in the Houſe, and to- 
gether with his Wife, manages the whole Family, 
takes in and dreſſes their Meat, brews their Beer, &c. 
and ſees that they be kept clean; his Salary for ſo 
doing is five Shiflings a Week, or thirteen Pounds a 
Year, and his Share of ſuch Proviſion and Lodging 
as the Houſe affords. 

Tux have Fleſh-Meat twice a Week, on Sundays 
and Thurſdays; when the Meat is bought, there is To 
much taken in, as will allow one pound weight a 
Head for both of theſe Meals; that is to ſay, ſo 
many pounds of Meat are taken in weekly, as there 
are Perſons in the Hcuſe. On other Days, their 
Diet is only a piece of wheaten Houſhold Bread and 
ſmall Beer, ſometimes a Pudding. For Breakfaſts 
and Suppers they have always ſomewhat hot, as 
Broth after the Fleſh, Days, at other Times Milk- 
Porridge, or the like. 

IBI Poor are cloathed in Linſey-Woolſey, at the 
Pariſh Charge, from time to time ſeverally, as they 
have need, and have Shoes, Stockings, &c. provided. 

ArTtz Rk this Method, each Perſon, taking one 
with another, allowing for all Repairs of Houſhold 
Stuff, and Governours Wages alſo, cloathing, and 


keeping fick and well, is ſuppos'd not to ſtand the 


Pariſh in above 184. a Week; and by this Means 
the Poors Levies, which formerly were fix or eight 
yearly, are now reduc'd to under four, that is to ſay, 
one Moiety at leaſt. 

Ir any are ſick, there is a Difference of eatin 
made, and an Apothecary ſent in to take Care of them. 

Tun Maſter's Salary is uſually paid out of the 
Manufacture (altho' there are not above 10 Pair of 
working Hands, and thoſe moſt Children that are 
learning) which Manufacture the Maſter takes, ſells, 
and accounts for to the Pariſh 
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Bedfordſhire. 
ns OO Bedford, Offob, 24. 1724 


F the five Pariſhes in this Town, three of them 

have Work-Houſes, viz. St. Paul's, St. Mary's 
and St. Cut hbert' s; but as St. Paul's Pariſh is almoſt 
as large as all the other four, ſo the other Work- 
Houſes in the Town are inconſiderable, compared to 
that in St. Paul's Pariſh ; and therefore I will only 
Jay before you a particular Account of the Manage- 
ment of that Houſe, which will enable you to gueſs 
at the Conduct oblerv'd in the reft. 

Sucn is the Multitude of the Poor in this Pariſh, 
that without ſome prudent Rules, and ſteady Adhe- 
Tence to them, the Pariſhioners muſt be falling foul 
upon one another, upon all Encounters, and in daily 
Confuſions. From theſe Conſiderations did proceed 
the Orders I have ſent you from this Pariſh, and 
Having referr'd you to them, muſt in the next 
Place fatisfie your other Enquiries. | 

Tun Number of Poor in our Work-houſe, is 


higher or lower, as Peoples Conditions do change. 
At preſent there are in it, 


8 old Perſons, and 
13 Children. 


— — 


21. 


TurIx Bill of Fafe is as follows. 


(Br) 


Breakfaſt. Dinner, Supper. 
Sunday Bread and Baird Beef and Bread and 
Cheeſe Suet. Pudding _ ' Cheeſe 
Monday Broth / by 9 left The ſame 
| unday _. 
Tueſda Bread, and Boil'd Beef, & The ſame 
4 "Cheeſe a little Mut- | 
ton and Suet- 
Pudding 


Wedneſday The ſame as Monday 


; Thurſdyy The ſame as Tueſday 
i Friday The ſame as Monday. 
8 | Saturday, Bread and Haſty Pudding Broth, or 
Cheeſe or Milk Por- Bread and 
* ridge Cheeſe 
E TuEIR Bread is Wheat dreſs'd down and made 
| into large Houſhold Loaves, by a Woman in the 
h, Houſe. Their Drink is Beer tunu'd in from the 
e- ublick Brew-houſe, at three half-pence per Gallon. 
ul he Overſeers do ſometimes put a Cow upon the 
ly Common for them; and that nothing may be waſted 
ed or loſt, they have a Pig or two bought in, to live 
3 upon their Waſh, and Dregs, and Fragments; which 
xt when well grown, is fed and killed for the Houle. 
* They have alſo a little Garden for Herbs, Onions, 
is c. In their Yard they contrive to hang Lines, and 
ze. lay clean Bruſh Faggots where they dry their Cloaths; 


and ſuch old Women as can do nothing elſe, ſpin 

Hemp for Sheets, and other Ules. The Women that 

are able, are generally ſet to waſhing Cloaths, clean- 

ing Rooms, making Beds, and nurſing the youngeſt 

Children. The Boys and Girls that can work, are 

ſet to ſpin Jerſey for the Drapers, who pay them 

by the pound for their Work. As ſoon as they are 

grown up, they are bound out Apprentices, Before 

they can do auy Work, they are ſent to the Charity- 

School, and taught to read and learn their Cate- 

chiſm. And the Miniſter of the Pariſh is ſo good, 

TER 28 to look in ſometimes, and recommend to all af 
Sun: them a due Care of wy Morals, their Duty to the 


King, 


( 82) 
King, and Magiſtrates ; that the elder ſet good Ex- 
amples to the younger ; that Morning and Evening 
the Children be taught their Prayers; and that no 
Rudeneſs be ſeen among them. The oldeſt People 
creep out to Church upon Prayer Days, and a large 
Pew is erected by the Church-Wardens for all the 
Poor that will come on Sundays. They did uſe to 
come with the Maſter in pretty decent Manner to 
Church on Sunday Mornings, but the Maſter is late- 
ly dead. 

Trr Houſe has been eretted between 7 and 8 
Years, and you ſee the Scheme of their Management; 
and tho? I cannot ſay 'tis ſo perfect as might be wiſh'd, 

yet the Disburſments for the Poor are conſiderably 
moderated. For before this Houſe was ſet up, the 
Aſſeſsments for the Poor were yearly from four Shil- 
lings in the Pound to five, which did commonly 
amount to 300 J. per Annum. But ſince the Pariſh fell 
into this Method, the Disburſments were reduc'd 
in 1721. to 1971. 115. Od. 3. in 1722. to 177l. 5 5. 
7d. 3. Before the Ycar 1721. the old Book is mis- 
laid, but the Year 1723. muſt be conſider'd as ex- 
traordinary for the greateſt part of it, by reaſon of 
the Small Pox, which raged for three or four Months 
among all Ranks and Ages in a prodigious Manner, 
where Families were numerous, the Diſtemper ſeized 
them almoſt all at once, and two or three Nurſes 
were commonly put into one Family at 6, and 8, 
and ſometimes 10 Shillings a Week each of them, 
and that raiſed our Poor's Taxes that Year to 304 1. 
But we are not to conſider that Expence as any Ob- 
jection againſt the Work- houſe, which was leſs har- 
raſs'd with the Diſtemper (all Things conſider'd) 
than any other Family in the Town. 

Ar rn the Building of the Houſe was finiſh'd, at 
a general Meeting of the principal Inhabitants, the 


following Rules were drawn up for the management 


of the Work- houſe, having firſt choſe Directors to 
conſider of ſuch Orders as might render this Under- 
taking Beneficial and Durable. 


Orders 


683) 


Orders for the Work-houſe in the Pariſh of Sr. 


Paul's in Bedford. 
I, HAT the Directors have Power to nomi- 
nate and appoint a Maſter and Miſtreſs well 
qualiry'd for that Truſt. 

II. THar no Perſons be taken in, or partake 
of the Proviſions of the Houſe, without Order from 
a Juſtice of Peace, or the Overſeers for the Time 
being, upon Pain of Excluſion. 

III. That the Overſeers do direct the Maſter and 
Miſtreſs to take particular Care of all Perſons, old 
and young, who are admitted, and capable of Work, 
that they be Taught and made fit for ſome Trade, 
and daily employ'd in Work or Service. 

IV. Tr ar the Poor who are well and healthful, 
be duly kept to their Work, according to the uſual 
Working Hours of Handycraft Trades, being allow'd 
ſufficient Reſpite for their Times of Eating: And if 
any ſuch Perſon refuſe to Work, the Maſter or Mi- 
ſtreſs to acquaint the Overſeers, that ſuch able, but 
diſorderly idle Perſon, may be corretted according to 
Law. 

V. THar none of the ſaid Perſons do abſent 
themſelves from their Work upon any Pretence what- 
ſoever, without the Leave of the ſaid Maſter or Mi- 
ſtreſs; and if upon any reaſonable Caule, as Charing, 
Day Labour, or the like, they are permitted to go 
out, and afterwards are found begging, or loitering 
up and down, to avoid their proper Buſineſs in the 
ſaid Houſe; that Complaint be made to a Juſtice of 
Peace of ſuch evil Practice, and the Offender accord- 
ingly corretted. 

VI. Thar it be the proper Buſineſs of the Over- 
ſeers for the Time being, to buy in and deliver to 
the ſaid Maſter or Miſtreſs all manner of neceſſary 
Proviſions for Eating, Drinking, Clothing, Bedding, 
Firing, &c. for the ſaid poor People, and alſo to pro- 

M 2 vide 


(84) 
vide ſuch Stock of Goods or Wares, as are proper 
and ſufficient to keep them to work, and carry on 
ſome beneficial Manufacture, within the ſaid Houſe, 
as will beſt turn to account. And that the ſaid 
Overſeers do keep a Book, or Books of Entry of 
Goods bought, and of the Peoples Work within 
the ſaid Houle, and of the Improvements of the ſaid 
Stock. And that any five or more of the Directors 
be at all Times admitted to inſpe& the Books; and 
that the ſaid Accounts be brought to the Veſtry, 
with the monthly Expen:e, to be examined. 

VII. Tur none do receive Collection of the Pa- 
riſn, but ſuch as are within the Work-houſe, except- 
ing ſuch as thro' Sickneſs or Largeneſs of their Fa- 
milies, or other Straitneſs of Circumſtances and In- 
capacity, are judg'd fit to receive a little Relief upon 
ſome Emergency, or in Caſe of Peſtilential Diſeaſes, 
Lunacy, or the like; of all which, the Overſeers or 
Juſtices to be the proper Judges. 

VIII. Tuer the Directors, or any two of them, 
as often as they judge it needful, do meet at the 
ſaid Work-houſe, and examine into all Diſorders of 
the Poor, and into the Management of the Maſter 


and Miſtreſs, and ſee that due Care be taken for all 


manner of wholeſome, neceſſary and ſufficient Provi- 
ſions. As alſo to hear the Complaints and real Griev- 
ances of the Poor. 

IX. Thar the Maſter and Miſtreſs take Care that 
all the poor People be kept clean and neat in their 
Perſons and Apparel, and the Children be taught 
and inſtrutted in civil and good Behaviour, in Read- 
ing, Knitting, Spining, Sewing, and other kinds of 
Domeſtick and honeſt Labour, and take Care of their 
own Examples; and ſee that all of them who are 
able do repair to ſome Place of religious Worſhip, 
upon the Lord's-Day ;, and be inſtructed Morning and 
Eveniag in their Prayers; and that no Immorality, 
or Protaneneſs, or Rudeneſs be allow'd in the Houſe ; 
nor the Poor ſuffer'd to wander idly, but religiouſly 
obſerve the Lord's-Day. 


X. Tur 


(35) 

X. Tua r the faid Maſter and Miſtreſs do take 
Care that no Goods or Work that ſhall be done pr 
wrought in the Houſe, be embezzled, nor Proviſions 
or Stores be improvidently waſted, or ſufter'd to pu- 
hair 4 or gather Uncleanneſs, or any other Way be 
miſapplied. And if any ſuch Embezzlement, or ill 
Houlewitry ſhall be detected, then Complaint ſhall 
be made by the Maſter or Miſtreſs, or any other 
Perion aggrieved, againſt the Party offending, to one 
or more Juſtices of the Peace, that ſuch Diſorders 
may be puniſhed, and further Damages may be the 
ſooner prevented. | 

XI. Tua the Faults and Diſorders of the ſaid 
poor People, whether old or young, who refuſe or 
contemn the Reproofs of the Maſter or Miſtreſs, or 
utter ill Language againſt them, or neglect their In- 
ſtructions, be recorded in a Book to be kept for that 
Purpoſe; and laid before the Directors or Overſeers, 
that, by their Authority and Admonitions, Rudeneſs, 
Wickedneſs and Diſhoneſty may be reſtrained, and 
Peace and good Order maintained, and that a Magi- 
ſtrate be ſollicited to puniſh all obſtinate, perverſe 
and unruly Perſons, according to their Crimes. 
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Luton, Bedfordſhire. 


N Sept. 17. 1724. 


Ccording to your Deſire, I made this Place in 
my Way thro' Bedfordſhire, on purpoſe to give 
you an Account of the preſent State of the Work- 

oule here: I had no ſooner taken up my Quarters 
at the Inn, but I inform'd my ſelf of the Way to the 
Work-houle, which is here call'd a Houſe of Mainte- 
mance for the Poor, to loiten the Appellation of a 


Work- 
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Work-houſe, againſt which the Poor in the Houſe 
might be prejudic'd. Here I found Mr. Marryqrt, a 
Buckinghamſhire Man, who has been very active and 
ſucceſsful in ſetting up Work-houſes in this and the 
neighbouring Countries, and the following Account 
I had from himſeltf. 

Treks are at preſent in the Houſe, 10 Men and 
10 Women, from 40 to 80 Years old, and 8 Boys, 
and thirteen Girls, from 3 to 12 Years old, making in 
all 41. Theſe being very old and infirm, or very 
young and helpleſs, you muſt think, little is to be 
expected from their Labour, where Nurſing is the 
chief Buſineſs of the Houſe : And yet there are few 
of them, but what do bend their Hands to the lit- 
tle Employment they are put to, which 1s platting 
of Wheat Straws; this being a very fine Country for 
the Produtt of that Grain, affords a very beautiful 
Straw, which is therefore pitch'd upon as the pro- 
pereſt Manufacture to employ the Poor in; and the 
Farmers are thereby encourag'd to draw the fineſt 
Straws, and cut off the Beards before the Wheat is 
threſh'd, which they make up into Bundles as large 
as a Wheat-Sheaf, and ſell to the Houſe for 44. a 
Bundle. A very skilful Woman, who is a Dependant 
upon the Pariſh, inſtructs the reſt to do their Work 
well, and make no waſte. Of the worſt Wark they 
make ordinary Hats and Bonnets, and of the beſt 
Work, they make very good Hats, which may be 
ſold there for 4 Shillings a piece, but at London 
would be worth near double the Money : And 
with good Management, out of one Bundle, 3 Hats 
may be made, by which you may judge of the great 
Improvement there is made of this little Vegetable, 
which, in other Countries, ſerves only to litter Horſes, 
and turn to Dung for manuring the Land. 

THz Houſe is an old commodious Building, hired 
by the Pariſh for 9/. per Annum, and will accommo- 
date about 80 Perſons very well; here they are 
lodg'd and dieted in a clean wholeſome Manner 
ſome of the Furniture being found by the * 
that 


that come into the Houſe; and the reſt at the 


wy Charge of the Pariſh. et den 
* As to Proviſions, there is laid in every Week, of 
and Beef, Mutton, or Veal, according to the Seaſons of 
the the Year when they are cheapeſt, ſo much as ſerves 
n the whole Family: And, at this Time, about 
— 60 I. of Beef at 2 d. 1 per Pound 
Js 101, of Cheeſe at 3 d. per Pound & ſerve a Weck. 
ery 21. of Butter at 6 d. per Pound 
be 4 Gal. of Milk at 4 d. per Gal. J 
— This being a great Malt Country, they buy very 
4 ood Table Beer for 2.5. 6 d. a {mall Cask of 25 Gal- 
lit ons each; and as to Flower, Bread, Roots, and other 
yu Articles, you will gueſs at the Conſumption, by the 
561] following Bill of Fare. 
A Breakfaſt. Dinner. Supper. 
bo a Sunday Bread & Cheeſe Beef and Turnips Bread & Cheeſe 
it is Monday Beef Broth Milk thicken'd The ſame 
arge with Flower 
* Tueſday Milk Porridge Be Plumb Pud- The ſame 
p | ing 
lant Wedneſday Milk Porridge Beef and Turnip, The ſame 
/ork | or Cabbage 
hey Thurſday Beef Broth Rice Milk The ſame 
beſt Friday Milk Porridge Beef and Cabbage, The ſame 
be or Carrots 
adon Saturday Beef Broth Haſty Pudding The ſame 
And | 
Jats I believe it would not be unacceptable to you, to 
reat know upon what Terms Mr. Marryott is engag'd by 
ible, the Pariſh to undertake the Overſight and Direction 
ries, of this Houſe ; and therefore I ſhall ſubjoyn the Form 
of his Contract, and the Copy of a Certificate of the 
red Succeſs of his Management, ſign'd by the Church- 
mo- Wardens, Overſeers, and Veſtry of this Pariſh, and 


remain, 


SIR, Oc. 
TE 


» Iv nt — — — 


Tas Contract is dated May 30. 1722. and in the 
ſame Form with that of Hemel-Hempſtead in Hertford- 
ſhire, at Page 72. Mutatis Mutandis. 


A Copy of the Certificate of the Succeſs of Mr. 


Marryott's Management. 


E. whoſe Names are under- written, do here- 
by certify whom it may concern, That the # 
Year's Charge from Faſter 1723, to Eaſter 1724, for 
the Poor, on all Accounts, and for Law, and all By- 
Charge, only amounts to the Sum of 2091. 15 s. 24. 
And we do further certify, That our yearly Charge, 
notwithſtanding having a Houſe of Maintenance for 
eleven Years before Mr. Marthew Marryott was con- 
cern'd; The eight laſt Years equally divided, the 
Charge of the Poor, one Year with another, was 
6671. 75. 2d. 3. The eight Years whole Sum was 
53391. 75. 2d. And that the Poor are in Number 
41. and all well fed, lodg'd and Cloath'd. In wit- 
neſs whereof we have hereunto ſet our Hands at a 
publick Veſtry, this 7th Day of April, 1724. 


Sign'd by the Miniſter, Church-Wardens, Over- 
feers, and principal Inhabitants, 


* 


PEPE DOE OPAL ET NINA AAN 


Wisbech, Cam bridoeſhire. 


SlRg Oct. 3. 1724. 


HE Number of Poor maintain'd in this Work- 
| houſe amounts to 80 young and old. The Chil- 
dren Spin all in one large Room, under the Inſpecti- 
on of a Maſter; they make Yarn for Norwich, as good 

and 


2 
— 


and true #s any is made. The Wor! is beught by two 
Managers, choſen by the Pariſh, of the Grazier, for 
ready Money. | 

Tur whole Number above-mentioned lie in the 
Work-houſe ; the Boys in a Chamber by themſelves, 
3 in a Bed; and the Girls in another Chamber, 3 in 
a Bed: After the fame Manner likewiſe are the el- 
derly People diſpoſed of; of theſe only 2 in a Bed. 

THrzik Diet is good Beef, Broth, Dumplins, Peaſe 
Porridge, Milk Porridge, Bread and Cheeſe; the 
Quantity according to every one's Stomach at Moon; 
at Morning and Night not ſo much, given out by the 
Miſtreſs of the Kitchen. 

TRR idle, diſorderly and lazy, are puniſhable at 
the Diſcretion of the Magiſtrate. The fick and in- 
firm are not taken into the Work-houſe, but put out at 
the beſt Hand; and ſo are Infants till they are big 
enough to learn to Read, and then they are brought 
in and taught to Read, Write and Spin. 

Tun Maſter's Wages are tog. per Week; the Mi- 
ſtreſs has 101. per Annum, whoſe Buſineſs is to look 
after the Kitchen, and to make and mend all the Lin- 
nen. The poor Women Card and Sin for Shifts and 
Shirts for the whole Family, and likewiſe Nuit all 
the Stockings. i 

Tu V Bake their own Bread, and Brew their own 
Drink at the beſt Hand; and beſides the Income from 
every one's Labour, the Charge weekly of the whole 
Houſe is about 18 d. per Head. The Maſter, Mi- 
ſtreſs, and the whole Houſe, are under tlie Direction 
of the Managers, viz. Four or more of the moſt pru- 
dent Perſons of the Pariſh. This Method of provid- 
ing for the Poor has brought down the Rates, from 
35s. 6 d. to 25. in the Pound, and the Poor much 


better provided for. 


I had almoſt forgot to tell you, that whereas the 
weekly Charge of the Houle is 1 s. 64d. per Head, 
including the Benefit of their Work; this needs a 
little Explanation, for the Work-houſe coſt the In- 
habitznts 2000 J. Euilding, and the Intereſt of that 

| | N Money 


11.9 


Money is paid, as well as the Poor maintain'd, at 
the above-mention'd Rate. 

Tu are Houſes allo at Lin, Chateris, Milden- 
hall, and one Building at the City of Ely. But the 
Houſe at Misbech, of which I have given you this 
particular Account, is the Pattern for all the reſt 
in the Iſle of Ely; the Method there us'd for main- 
taining the Poor, is, as I take it, the beſt Method 
that can be devis'd for that purpoſe ; and what all 
their Neighbours, as near as they can, endeavour to 
imitate. In truth, as it is the beſt Method, ſo, in 
my Opinion, *tis the only Method that can be made 
uſe of with any Succeſs; the want of a convenient 
Houſe for the purpoſe ; of diſcreet and honeſt Ma- 
nagers to inſpett the whole; of laying in Proviſions 
at the beſt Hand; of a frugal Houlewifely Woman 
to be Miftreſs of the Kitchen; of buying in the 
Wool at the cheapeſt Rates; and, laſtly, of an under- 
ſtanding and ſober Man to be Maſter of the Work, 
to deal out the Wool, and ſee that it be well ſpun, 
and well ſold, and that all the reſpective Members 
of the Family do their proper Buſineſs; I fay, the 
want of theſe, or any of theſe Particulars, would ſoon 
bring the whole Deſign to nothing. 


2E r xc. pt bp c. x fc. r: c vc c f. f. p. 


Peterborough, Northamptonſbire. 


81 R, Nov. 14. 1724. 


Receiv'd yours of November 10. and do heartily 
approve and commend the good Deſſgn of pub- 
Iithing ſome Account of Work-houſes, and the Working 
Charity Schools; which will certainly tend to the Pro- 
moting of Chriſtian Knowledge, by the effettual Ways 
and Means of obliging young and old to the Prattice 
of the beſt Duties in our Holy Religion; thoſe of 
Obedience, Sobriety and Induſtry, with beiin the 
| : grip 


(or) 
Scriptures read to them, and reſorting frequently to / 
h . / 


the Church. | F | 
TAE Work-hovſe in this City meets with great 


/ 


Encouragement, and gives univerſal Satisfaction, and 


has ſet the laudable Example to ſome other neigh- 
bouting Towns, particularly to Wisbech, and Whit- 
tleſea in the Iſle of Ely. 

Tu encloſed Account of Peterborough is from an 
honeſt and able Inhabitant of the Pariſh, who will 
he ready to anſwer any other Queſtions if there bg 
Occaſion for them. | 


Th N. B. The Account encloſed was as follows. 

e Number of the aged WY 
poor People now in this? mm x 1 able 
Work-houſe is empioy d m Knitting. 
The Number of Children is 19. Thoſe that are able 
ä —— employ'd in Spinning. 

49. In all. 


Houſe from Lady-Day 1724, to Mi- 
chaelmas following, in Victuals and >159 5 $55 
Drink, including Apparel and Bed-\ 
ding, J | 

The Product of the Labour of the Poor 8 
at the ſame time + n 


The Expence for Maintaining the 5 I. '« 4. 


| — cotrtcrran—ctits 
Out of Purſe 148 10 14 


Their Weekly Bill of Fare, is much the fame as at 
Luton in Bedfordſhire, Pag. 87. 


Tus Manager of the Work-houſe is Mr. Marryott, 
whole Salary, by a Contract made between him and 
the Pariſh, on the 3oth of October 17225 is fifty Dogg 
a Year, and a Coat of 30 Shillings Value. And the 
Sayings to the Pariſh out of the former Charge for 
maintaining the Poor, will beſt appear By the fol- 
lowing Certificate; Vit 

N 2 Af 


(92) 
Ar a Viſiry held the 8th Day of October 1723. 


E, whoſe Names are here under-written, Pa- 
riſhioners and Inhabitants of St. Fohn Baptiſt, 
Peterborough, do certify whom it may concern, That 
Mr. Matthew Marryott hath put our Pariſh into ſuch 
Regulation, touching the Poor of our ſaid Pariſh, by 
Erecting a Houle of Maintenance for the Feeding, 
Lodging and Cloathing all the Poor of the ſaid 
Pariſh, that ſhall want Relief from the Pariſhi- 
oners, whereby the Pariſh Rates are likely to come 
to leſs than one half of what they formerly were, 
which for the laſt 8 Years, one with another, 
was | 4991. 18s. 64.5 
But the firſt half Year, ſince the 
Erecting the Houle of Mainte- 
nance,buying of Furniture, Brew-Y220 13 5 4 
ing Veſlels, Cloathing, and Re- 
pairs, amounts to 
The laſt half Vear, ſince Le Dp, Nr 6 


4 
amounts only to 


4 


Sign'd by the Miniſter, Church -· Nardem, Overſeers, 
and principal Inhabitants. 
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Oundle, Northamptonſhire. 


S1R, | Decemb. 7. 1724+ 


T is now five Years ſince this Town, burthen'd 
with the Poor's Taxes, reſolv'd in a Veſtry to 
purchaſe a Houle for the Maintenance and Employ- 
ment of the Poor, who were as full of cons, as 
| they. 
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they were of Complaints, and they choſe ſeven Go- 
vernours and Truſtees, beſide the two Overſeers, 
who are choſen annually ; there is a Maſter and Mi- 
ſtreſs appointed to take Care of Proviſions for the 
Houſe, and to keep thoſe employ'd who are able to 
Work; there are now in the Houſe (and there is ge- 
nerally about the ſame Number) ſix old Men, five old 
Women, and nine Children; the Women and Chil- 
dren are employ'd in Spinning and Knitting: And the 
Men and Boys, who are able, are ſent to Plow for 
the Farmers, and feed and look aſter their Cattle at 
Home; the Profits ariſing from their Labour, which 
is generally about ſix Shillings per Week, the Ma- 
ſter of the Houſe accounts for once a Week to the 
Truſtees; and the Expences of the Houſe, which he 
alſo lays before them as often, is uſually about 40 5. 

Tuts, Sir, is, I doubt, but a confus'd Account, 
but however I beg Leave to add one Circumſtance 
more, which, I believe, will be a good Encourage- 
ment to others to take the ſame, or ſome other like 
Method; that whereas the Overſeer's Bill before us'd 
to riſe to half a Crown in the Pound per Annum, of- 
ten, and ſeldom or never leſs than 25. they now come 
to no more than ten Pence, or eleven Pence; ſo that, 
upon a fair Calculation, the Town is eas'd of two 
thirds of their Charge, and yet I aſſure you the 
Poor are provided for in a very plentiful Manner, 
and have every thing neceſſary or convenient in 
Lite. 8 

| Bzrore the Account of Work-houſes in this 
County is clos'd, it may not be unacceptable to the 
Reader to preſent him with two Accounts of Worki 

Charity-Schools, V1iZ. at Artleborough, and Thingdon, as 
they were communicated a few Years ſince : And tho” 
there may be ſome Alterations in them for the bet- 
ter, it is hoped, the Examples, as they are, may be 


Artle- 


- of Ule to be imitated in other Places, 
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A rtleborough, Northamptonſhire, 


HE School conſiſts of more than 60 Children 
of both Sexes taught upon Charity, under the 
Care of one Miſtreſs, aſſiſted by her Husband, whoſe 
Induſtry and good Management has ſo much recom- 
mended itſelf, that about 40 other Children of ſub- 
ſtantial Parents, who pay for the Inſtruction of their 
Children, come to be taught with the Charity Chil- 
dren. 
Tus School, which now conſiſts of 100 Chil- 
dren, from 4 to 18 Years of Aye, began about 20 
Years ago, with a ſmall Number taught to read on- 
ly; and the Miſtreſs, of her own Accord, put the 
Children upon Spinning and Knitting, and took the 
Profits of their Labour for her Trouble in Teaching 
them: Afterwards, to encourage the Childrens In- 
duſtry, ſhe contented herſelf with Two-pence a Week 
from the Earnings of thoſe that Spun, Three-half-pence 
a Week from thoſe that Knit, and an Allowance of 
a Penny Weekly for thoſe that only learn'd to Read. 
And that the Children might gain the more for their 
own and their Parents Support, Two publick Spirited 
Perſons, one upon the Place, and the other at London, 
(whoſe Names deſerve to be mentioned with Honour, 
if they would permit it) paid all the Pence, Three- 
hal fpences, and Two-pences, that, according to this 
Rule, the Miſtreſs was entituled to: So that now 
only One penny a Week is dedutted from the Earn- 
ings of each Spinner, till the Wheel and Reel are 
paid for, which they make Uſe of, and take away 
when they leave the School: And when any of the 
Spinners or Knitters want to be cloathed, S:x-pence a 
Fortnight is deducted out of their Reſpettive Earn- 
ings for that Purpole. 
Tus Children earn, ſome Twelve-pence, others 
Eighteen - pence or Two Shillings, and the moſt diligent 


Two 


Two Shillings Six-pence a Week: And the Parents find 
their Advantage ſo much in the Children's Learning, 
that in the Summer they ſend them to School at 5 or 
6 a Clock in the Morning, where they continue till 
8 or 9 at Night; and in the Winter from 6 or 7 in 
the Morning, till 7 or 8 at Night; allowing only a 
little Intermiſſion for Dinner. 

Two Men, one from Northampton, and the other 
from Wellingborough, ſupply the School every Fort- 
night with Jerſey (or Wool prepar'd) for Spinning, 
and Yarn for Knitting, and at the fame time pay for 
the Earnings of the Children : Moſt of what is Spun, 
is carried to Coventry, to be wrought into Stuffs, 
Serges, Shalloons, and other Things. | 

Ons of the publick Spirited Perſons above-men- 
tioned did, about nine Years ago, build a large Houle, 
which will hold, on two Floors, 56 Wheels, ſo con- 
triv'd, that the Miſtreſs might ſee both Floors at the 
{ame time, and direct all the Children at Pleaſure. 

Tarks is a Charity Box at the Door, which is 
open'd once a Year, and the Money found therein 
cqually diſtributed among the Children. 

Tun Miſtreſs takes all the Children one Day af- 
ter Harveſt into the Bean-Fields, where they gather 
and lay in Heaps, as much Bean ſtubble as ſerves 
them for Firing all Winterz the Farmers, at their 
Leiſure, carrying it to the School- Houſe Gratis, And, 
upon all Conſiderations, the Contributions for up- 
holding this School do not generally exceed Twenty 
Pounds per Aunum; whereas the Profits of it every 
Fortnight, are from Twenty to Twenty Five Pounds, 
which is 5 or 600 /. per Au. benefit to the Town, 

Tu Work of theſe Children is ſo ordered, that 
it is no Manner of hindrance to their Learning tq 
Read, and ſay the Catechiſm, the Common Prayer, 
the Colle&s for the Day, the Bible, and other uſe- 
ful Books of Inſtruftion ; and one of the Truſtees of 
the Charity of the late Philip Lord Wharton, furniſhes 


them Annually with Bibles, and other Good Books. 
Findon, 
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Findon, alias Thingdon, Nor- 
thamptonſhire. 


N the Charity School at this Place, 20 poor Girls 
are ſet to Work, Taught, Lodg'd and wholly 
maintained, after the following Manner. 

16 Girls are conftantly kept to Spinning Jerſey, at 
which they earn Weekly 1 J. 45. They are never 
task'd at above 4.4. a Day, and all that the Great 
Girls get beſides they have for themſelves, the little 
Girls are task*d as they are able to Spin, 24. or 34. 
a Day. | 
| TI Ex other 4 Girls, who are call'd Houſewiſes, take 
their Turns in doing the Work in the Family; 
whilſt the 3 others learn all Sorts of Work, to fit 
them for Service, viz. Spinning Linnen, Knitting 
Gloves and Stockings, Sewing, Marking, and Mending 
all their Cloaths, both Linnen and Woollen ; for 
Tailors are only employ'd to cut out their Man- 
tua's, and plait them, which comes but to 2 s. for 
the 20 Girls; the reſt the Miftreſs and theſe Houſe- 
wifes finiſh; all the Hov/ewifes help to waſh ; but 
The, whoſe Turn 'tis to be Maid, Brews, Milks, gets 
their Diet, c. but is over-look'd by the Miſtreſs or 
Dame, to ſee ſhe does it as the ought. 

Tusk Girls get about 60 J. a Year towards their 
Maintenance, beſides Spinning their own Linnen, Knit- 
ting their own Stockings, and every other Year Spin- 
ning their Woollen Cloaths, for they, being madg 
of ſtrong Serges, laſt them two Years. 

As to their Learning to Read, &c. the Miſtreſs 
teaches three of them at a Time, who are calFd out 
of the Spinning Room, and read as Jong as ſhe 
thinks proper; and then three others ſucceed, till 
they are all heard, every Morning and Afternoon. 
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Tut Houſewifes alſo read a Chapter Morning and 
Afternoon; but they being perfect in Reading before 
they are taken to be Houſewifes, ſpend leſs Time 
in it than the others. 

TRR Girls read alſo the Chapters and Pſalms, ap- 
ointed for the Evening Service, after Supper, Verſe 
y Verſe, as they fit round the Table; but not ſo 

after Breakfaſt, becauſe they read them, for the Morn- 
ing, at Church. The Girls take it by Turns to ſay 
Prayers in the Family Morning and Evening, which 
every one of them learns without Book; and they 
alſo by Turns ſay Grace at their Meals. 

SUNnNDAYS and other Holy-Days are a good Part 
ſpent in reading the Bible, the Whole Duty of Man, and 
other Books printed chiefly for the Uſe of Charity- 
Schools: They who have the beſt Memories, get 
the Expoſition of the Church-Catechiſm without 
Book, and then teach and examine the reſt whilſt. 
they ſpin; and by theſe Means are very perfect in it 
on Sundays, when they are catechized at Church, 

THszy are likewiſe taught to ſing Pſalms; which 
they practiſe at their Wheels. 

Tus four Houſewifes are taught to write and 
caſt Accompts, which they do very well; when they 
are ſent out to Service, four others are choſen out 
of the ſpinning Room to ſucceed them. 

Tus Girls go to Church every Day: And 
when paſt 16, go to the Monthly Sacrament, when 
examined and approved of by the Miniſter. They 
commonly ſtay till 17, before they go to Service. 

ALL of them, as ſoon as they can read hand- 
ſomely, carry a New Teſtament and Common-Prayer 
Book to Church with them; but none of them has 
a Bible given them, till they can ſay Our Saviour's 
Sermon upon the Mount, and the Expoſition of the 
Church-Catechiſm, perfectly without Book; and 
likewiſe ſuch Prayers and Collects as are appointed 
by the Order of the School. | ; 

No Girl is ſuffer'd to go out, except to Church, 


on Sunday, which hath not got the Collect for that 
1 Week 
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Week without Book; but thoſe that have, are 
ſuffer'd to go Home, and ſee their Parents, after the 
Evening Prayers are over. | 

Tux Proviſions for ſupporting this School ſeldom 
exceed weekly, 

1 Buſhel of Wheat for Bread, all the Week long, 
Pudding, and Dumplins, for Dinner Monday, 
Wedneſday, and Friday. 

1 Quart of Frumenty Wheat for Frumenty. 

2 Buſhels of Barley for Brewing. 

3 Quart of Peale for Peale Porridge for Wedneſday 
Dinner, 

22 Pounds of Meat, for Meat and Broth, Sunday, 

Tueſday, and Thurſday. 
10 Pounds of new Milk Cheeſe for Suppers every 
Evening. 

From Michaelmas to May-Day, they have hot 
Breakfaſts of their own dreſſing: At Chriſtmas they 
learn to make minc'd Pies, and at other Times Cheeſe- 
Cakes, and Apple-Pies, as the Seaſon of the Year 
affords the Materials for them: Their own Dairy 
ſupplies them plentifully with Milk and Butter good 


part of the Year, and leads them to underſtand 
Houlewifry. 
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Leiceſterſhire. 


S1n, Leiceſter, Oftob. 10. 1724. 


HERE being a great Number of Poor, whoſe 

Rent for the Houſes was paid by the Pariſhes 

in which they liv'd: Three Pariſhes in this Town, 
viz. St. Margaret's in 1714, St. Martin's in 1722, and 
St. Mary's in 1723, ſucceſſively built Alms-houſes, 
with proper Apartments for lodging all their re- 
ſpettive Poor: And by this Means the Charge of 
Houſe-Rent was conſiderably abated, many * 
OO 


* 


9 


i Poor choofing rather to pay their own Rent, than go 
; into theſe Houſes. Ad. : 

In the Year 1723, St. Margaret's Pariſh reſolved 

L to convert their Pariſh Houſes into a Work- houſe; 

and for that Purpoſe, ereted two other Houles at the 

, End of the former, for lodging of a Maſter, and for 

N a working Room, a Kitchin, Cellar, and other Con- 


ven encies, made a Pump, and incloled the whole 
with a Wall; and, having provided all nece fary | 
Utenfils, ſet up Houſe-keeping for the Poor at Chriſt- | 
y mas laſt. 
IN April laſt, the Pariſh of St. Martin's likewiſe 
= determind to convert their Pariſh-Houſes into a 
Work-houſe, by joyning two of the lower Apart- 
ments into one, for a working Room, and fitting up 
two others for a Kitchin, a Cellar, &c. and furniſh- 
ing them as St. Margaret's had done theirs. And 
of this Pariſh of St. Martin's, I will give you a par- 
ticular Account, 

Tur Pariſh firſt made Choice of a Maſter, who 
has the immediate Care of the Poor, to keep them 
in Order, and imploy them in ſuch Work as they 
are capable of, and ſee that their Food 1s duly pre- 
par'd and given to them, &c. He has two Apartments 
aſſign'd to him, his Diet and Waihing, and 121. per 
Annum Salary. 

Tus Parith Overſeers buy all Things neceſſary for 
the Houſe, and the Poor init: For their Cloathing, 
they buy whole Pieces of Woollen and Linnen 
which, when cut out, is made up into Cloaths, by 
ſuch of the Poor as are capable of it. 

Tus Overſeers, about once in a Month, ſend in 
ſe five Strike of Malt, which the Maſter brews at once 
* into good Drink; and every Saturday the Overſeers 
pn buy for them a ſufficient Quantity of good whole- 
I ſome Meat, and ſend it to the Maſter. ; 
i Ir any of the Poor fall fick, a proper Proviſion is 
3 made for them, and ſome of their Fellow Poor are 
of appointed to attend them. 


O 2 Trey 


4. - 


> 


* 


| 
1 
j 
| 


( 100 ) 

Tux are all confined within the Precincts of 
the Houſe, and are not to go out of it without Leave 
of the Maſter; if any of them have Imployment 
Abroad, they are oblig'd to return in a due Hour; 
and whoever imploys them, agrees with the Maſter 
for the Wages, and pays them to him; which, toge- 
ther with the Produtt of the Labours of the reſt, 
he delivers to the Overſeers every Friday in the 
Evening, who then take the Accounts from the 
Maſter; and add out of the Pariſh Stock, what is 
wanting for making Proviſion for the following 
Week. 

Tur general Method for employing them (beſides 
what is abovementioned) is in ſpinning Jerſey ; ſuch 
as can't ſpin, are ſet to knit Stockings for the reſt, 
and one is appointed to teach the Children to read. 

Tur Time of working is twelve Hours in the 
Day Winter and Summer. 

Tun Number of the Poor at preſent is 28, 
viz. 16 old, and 12 under Eight Years of Age. 

THe Produ of their Labours, one Week with 
another, is about 14s. the Charge of maintaining 
them weekly is about 4o s. that is about 26 s. above 
their Labour. 

Tus Charge of maintaining the Poor us'd to be 
about 250 J. or 3ool. a Year. The Charge this Year 
in cloathing the Poor, upon placing them in the 
Work-houſe, and buying Utenſils, &c. is much greater 
than can be in future Years; and yet the Overſeer 
aſſures me, that he is confident the Pariſh will even 
this Year ſave 100/. 

Tur Children have a Form plac'd in the Alley, 
before the Seat of the Pariſh Officers, to fit upon on 
Sundays; but there is no particular Place as yet afſign'd 
to the eider Poor at Church. 


S1incE my writing what foregoes, I have at 
length met with the Perſon who has had the chief 
Management of the Affair in St. Margaret's Pariſh ; 
who tells me, that before the building of the Pariſh- 


Houles 
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Houſes in 1714, they paid above 30 J. per Amum 


Rent for the Poor; and that the whole Charge to the 


Poor was about 300 J. per Annum; for defray ing 


which, they levied 459. in the pound Rent. For build- 
ing the Houſes, they borrowed 2401. and reduced 
their Levies from 45. to 35. 4d. by which Levies 
ſo reduced, they paid off the 240 J. in 5 Years. 

As our 1720, the Poor began to increaſe again, 
ſo that there was little or no further Abatement in : 
their Levies. 

1723, They borrowed 200 J. for making Altera- 
tions and the additional Buildings, &c. for the Work- 
houſe, which, he believes, will fave the Pariſh two 
thirds of their former Levies. 

Brrore the ſetting up the Work-houſe, the 
weekly Payments to the Poor were 3/. 55. or there- 
abouts, beſides By-bills, as they are called, which 
oft amounted to 20 s. or 30s. more; but ſince then, 
he ſuppoſes that a Levy of 16 4. in the pound will 
defray their Charge; nevertheleſs they at preſent 
levy more, in order to pay off the 2001. which they 
borrowed. 

Tun Salary of the Maſter, the ks of the 
Poor in the Work-houſe, and the Orders of Manage- 
ment, are much the ſame as in St. Martin's Pariſh, 
ſaving that they truſt the Maſter himſelf to buy 
the Proviſions. 

T n+ Small-Pox being this Year very rife in the 
Town, they make ſome Allowance to poor Families 
viſited with them, which are not in the Work-houſe; 
which occaſions the weekly Charge of the Poor to 
be about 405. over and above the Product of the 
Labours of thoſe in the Work-houſe, which varies 
according to Circumſtances, from 85s. to 15 5. | 

Tux have bought about 11 Ton of Coals, to 
ſerve the Houſe for the Year current, and allow two 


ſtrike of Malt for a Hogſhead of Beer, and the Poor 


have hot Meat three times a Week. 

Tus Pariſh of St. Mary are about ſetting * their 
Work- houſe, dat it is not yet ſettled. 

Fon Lut- 
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Lutterworth, Leiceſterſhire. 


S1 Nov. 9. 1724. 


HE RE has been a Work- houſe at this Place 
about three Vears, and the firſt Vear we put our 
Poor into it, our Poor's Levy was abated more than 
a fourth Part, tho* we paid a Salary to one for look- 
ing after them. But not being well provided with 
a Governour, we were ſeveral Times obliged to 
change, which put us to ſomething more Charge. 
This obliged us to alter our Method from what it 
was: Before we agreed for a certain Sum, as 90 or 
100 J. for their Maintenance, and all that concerned 
them, as Houſe- Rent, Food, Phyſick, Cloathing, 
&-c. excepting only Charges at Law, in caſes of Con- 
troverſy. But this Year we have built them a con- 
venient Houſe upon our own Ground, and out of 
their own Number make Choice of the moſt prudent 
one or more to look after the reſt. And our Over- 
ſeers of the Poor, in their ſeveral Quarters, buy in 
their Proviſions at the beſt hand for them, and furniſh 
them with all other Neceſſaries as they come to be 
wanted; and keep a Book of Accompts, in which 
they put down all particulars of what Money they 
lay out, and what they receive for the Poor's Work, 
as ſpinning, winding Quills, waſhing Abroad in the 
Town, or other Day Labour, more or leſs, whatever 
they do; for all which their Inſpector is accountable, 
and every Week this abates ſometimes 6, 7, or 10 5. 
of what is laid out for them. 

TukERRE are at preſent but about 20 in it, of 
which five or ſix are Children, whom they are allow'd 
to ſend to School to be taught to read and write. 

THr1s Method is like to ſucceed beſt, and as our 
old People wear off, and our young grow up, 'twill 
be leſs chargeable every Year. 


THEY 
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Tux yr live much more comfortably thus in con- 
mon, than they could have done in their private 
Houſes, with three times the Sum, on Collect ions, 
as they call it. Their Pot boils every Day, they 
have their Cow and Paſture for Milk, their Hog in 
their Yard, a large Garden to air themſelves in, and 
there be few of our Farmers that live more com- 
fortably than they do, 


S got ote2o] 


Harborough, Leiceſterſhire, 


S1n, | Cob. 19. 1724. 


| H E Number of thoſe maintain'd in the Work- 

houſe here is ſeventeen, viz. 8 old, and 9 young, 
almoſt all of them unable to do any Work for their 
Livelihood, except three Boys, who are imploy'd in 
working for Weavers, which brings in about 4 s. per 
Week. As to the Subſiſtance of the Poor, the Inha- 
bitants have agreed, that each of them will take it 
by Turns, one, one Week, and another, another, to 
buy in Proviſion, Their Expence now only amounts 
to 1001, per Annum; whereas before it was above 
170/. They allow a Man 25s. 64. a Week, to keep 
them in good Order, to cut their Victuals, and to 
teach the Children to read. 

Ir is not yet two Years ſince it was firſt be 
and was deſign'd chiefly to leſſen the Poor-Levies, 
which were grown very great, and were likely to 
increaſe, and in Reference to this it has already had 
a very good Effect, and "tis hop'd in Time it will 
turn to a much better Account. The Number of Poor 
was great, that is, of idle People, who deſir'd Col- 
lection, and, if refus'd it, would make their Com- 
Plaint to a Juſtice of the Peace, and ſometimes get 
an Order, or Warrant, ſome for two Shillings, _ 
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( 104 ) 
three Shillings, ſome for four Shillings per Week, 
with which the Pariſh was exceedingly perplexed, 
and were thereby put upon ſetting up the Work- 
houſe ; nor are they now peſter'd with their Poor, 
as they were wont to be: For if they come to the 
Officers for Collection, they take them into the 
Work-houſe, and employ thoſe that are able, and 
keep them to Work. Thoſe that are decrepid, or 
decay'd by old Age, or any ways unable, they 
maintain, 

Tus Work-houſe is a well contriv'd Building, in 
Form of a Court four-ſquare, with ſeveral Apart- 
ments for lodging, and other Convemiencies. There 
is a Hall, or long Room, with Tables and Benches, 
where they have their ſet Meals, and where after- 
wards they may ſpin; and 1n Summer the young 
Boys or Girls may ſpin in the Court. They have 
laid in a Proviſion of ſeveral Cheeſes, and of Coals, 
for which they have convenient Places. At preſent, 
as far as I can perceive, it may be calVd rather an 
Alms-houſe, than a Work-houſe ;, thoſe who are able to 
work, do not care to come into it, becauſe of the 
Confinement to which they muſt then be ſubjett : 
For it is an Order of the Houſe, not to ſuffer thoſe 
who come into ir for Maintenance, or for Work, to 
go out, or to ramble Abroad to beg, as they us'd 
to do. They are kept clole to their Work and 
Buſineſs, which is the Reaſon why they have ſo 
few in the Houſe, notwithſtanding they are ſo well 
provided for with Neceſſaries. For they give no 
Collection now to any, as they did formerly. They 
have taken upon them to provide either Maintenance 
or Work for their Poor, viz. ſuch of them as want 
work. But there is little Danger of that. For poor 
People are now generally got into the Way of ſpinning 
= ey, which turns to a good Account, for they can 

ave ready Money for their Work, and ſome earn 
6 d. per Day at leaſt, if they can ſpin well, and are 
diligent at it. 


Cirenceſter. 
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Cirenceſter, Gloceſterſbire. 


SIR, Decemb. 30. 1724. 


HE Work-houſe at this Place is but in Embrio 
as yet, and therefore you are not to expect a par- 
ticular Account of it. All I can ſay, at preſent, is, that 
the Veſtry of the Pariſh, in purſuance of the Powers 
granted by a late Att of Parliament on the 15th of 
October laſt, made a Contract with a ſubſtantial Inha- 
bitant of the Town to take the Care of the Poor upon 
Himſelf at Lady-Day next for three Years to come, and 


to allow him fifty Pounds a Year, and a Deputy or 


two with not above 101. a Year Salary for each. He 
is by this Contract impower'd to borrow 200 l. upon 
Intereſt, with which he is to fit up Cheſterton-Houſe, 
(being an old Subſtantial, large Houſe adjoyning to 
the Town, not in it) with a little Barn thereto be- 
longing, and Part of the Court or Backſide for a Work- 


houſe, being given to the Pariſh by a Perſon of Qua- 


lity for this Purpoſe : And when fitted up, this Un- 
dertaker is to receive all the Poor, who receive Col- 
lection of the Pariſh into it; He is to be their Maſter, 
and is to provide all neceſſary Tools and Utenſils fot 
employing them, in the Woollen and Yarn Manu—- 
facture, being the proper Buſineſs of this Town, and 
to Sell the Work when done; He is to Buy in all 
neceſſary Proviſions and Houſehold Goods for the 


Houſe, and Apparel for the Poor in it. 


THe Overſeers of the Poor, and their Succeſſors, 
are to ceaſe paying the Poor, during the ſaid three 
Years, and to pay all ſuch Rates as ſhall be collected 
in that time into his Hands, who is to account with 
the Pariſh at a Veſtry every ſix Weeks: The Rates 
in 1723. amounted to 6501. tho' the Town was as 


healthy as ever, and Wages ſeldom higher. 


v Biſciter, 


(106) 


Biſciter, Oxfordfhire, 


SIR, | June 19. 1725. 


AST Summer I gave you an Account of the 

Truſtees agreeing to Employ the Children of 
the Charity School at this Place, in ſome uſeful La- 
bour beſides their Learning; but this Defign was 
then laid afide, thro' the Miſtake or Obſtinacy of 
the Children's Parents. 

I am now to acquaint you with ſome further Pro- 
ceedings in the ſame Affair. 

A Gentleman in this Neighbourhood, who ſub- 
ſcribes very largely to the School, declared, that un- 
leſs the Children were employ'd in ſome Sort of 
Work, to accuſtom them to Labour, he would with- 
draw his Subſcription. 

Uyon hearing of this, the Treaſurer call'd a 
Meeting of the Truſtees, and reported the Matter 
to them, and, after Debate, it was agreed, the Chil- 
dren ſhould be employ'd in Spinning Jerſey. A 
Woollen Garter-Weaver in the Town was ſent for, 
and he agreed to ſupply them with Work; a Per- 
ſon is fix d on to learn them to Spin; Utenſils are 
bought, and they have juſt now made a Begin- 
ning. 
Ir is propos d, that they ſhall work only the 
School Hours, and ſix Boys to work one Day in 
a Week, and the next Day ſix others, and ſo on. 
This, Sir, is the faireſt Account I can at preſent re- 
late; and I hope ſuch Examples may prove of pub- 
lick Uſe. 


Beverly, 
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Beverly, Yorkſhire. 


S1 Ry January 12, 172+. 


1 N anſwer to your Enquiry, I am to inform you, that 
1 the Children of the Charity School of this Place 


are employ'd in Spinning Tarn; the Benefit of which 


will appear by the following Account. 

Tus beſt Spinners earn Two-pence Half-penny a 
Day, by Spinning five Hanks each Day: The other 
Spinners ſpin, ſome four Hanks, ſome three, the 
Learners about two in a Day. Each Hank is a 
Half-penny Spinning. 

THA Wool is ſorted two Ways, viz. into Fine and 
Baggin. The Fine is Spun to about 32 or 33 Hanks 
in a Pound, of which 4 Pound and a half make a 
Groſe; the Baggin is ſpun to about 24 Hanks in a 
Pound ; of which fix Pound make a Groſe : And the 
Groſes at preſent are Sold at 125. 9d. each. Four 
Pound and a half of Comb'd Wool, at 1 s. 4 d. per 
Pound, come to fix Shillings, and theſe Pounds, when 
ſpun, make a Groſe of Yarn, which Sold at 125. 94. 


there is ſix Shillings and Nine-pence Profit in each 
Groſe. 4 
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An Abſtra& of the Act of 
the 9th of King CEORGE 


Entituled, An At for amend. 
ing the Laws relating to the Set- 
tlement, Imployment, and Relief 
of the Poor. 


H E Church-Wardens and Overſeers of the Poor 

of any Pariſh, with the Conſent of the Major 
Part of the Pariſhioners, in Veſtry, or other publick 
Meeting for that purpoſe aſſembled, upon uſual no- 
tice given, may purchaſe or hire any Houſe or Houſes 
in the Pariſh or Place, and Contract with Perſons for 
the Lodging, Keeping and Employing of poor Per- 
ſons; and there they are to keep them, and take 
the Benefit of their Work and Labour, for the better 
Maintenance and Relief of ſuch Perſons. And in Caſe 
any poor Perſon ſhall refuſe to be Lodg'd, Kept and 
Maintain'd in ſuch Houſe or Houſes, ſuch Perſon ſhall 
be = out of the Pariſh Books, and not entituled to 
Relief. 

Wurnz Pariſhes are ſmall, two or more of ſuch 
Parithes, with the Approbation of a Juſtice of Peace, 
may unite in Purchaſing or Hiring Houſes for the 
Purpoles aforeſaid. And Church-Wardens, &c. of 
one Pariſh, with the Conſent of the Major Part of 
the Pariſhioners, may contract with the Church-War- 
dens, &c. of any other Pariſh, for the Lodging and 
Maintenance of the Poor. 5 

Bur no poor Perſons, or their Apprentices, Chil- 
dren, &. ſhall require a Settlement in the Pariſh, 
Town, or Place to which they ſhall be removed, by 
Virtue of this Act. 

Note. Tus is a General Law, and extends to all 
England, Forng 
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Form of 4 Contract for Lodging and 
Maintenance of Poor, by Virtue 
of the Statute 9, GEORGE. 


Emorandum. It is Contracted this Day, &c. in the 
Year, &c. between A. B. and C. D. Church- 
Wardens, and E. F. and G. H. Overſeers of the Poor of 
the Pariſh of, &c. and J. K. and L. M. &c. Yeomen, that 
they the ſaid J. K. and L. M. or one of them, ſhall and 


will, during the ſpace of, &c. next coming, at their, 


or one of their own proper Coſts and Charges, in the 
Houſe of, &c. find, provide and allow, or cauſe to be 
found, provided and allowed, unto and for N. O. P. ©. 
R. S. &c. poor Perſons of the Pariſh of, Sc. aforeſaid, 
ſufficient Lodging, Meat, Drink, and all other Things 


neceſſary for their, and every of their Keeping and 


Maintenance: They, the ſaid J. R. and L. M. being 
paid and allow'd by them the ſaid A. B. C. D. E. F. &c. 
the Church-Wardens and Overſeers of, &c. aforeſaid, 
the Weekly Sum of, &c. for the ſame; which they, 
the ſaid A. B. C. D. E. F. &c. do hereby Covenant, for 
Themſelves and their Succeſſors, well and truly to pay, 
ox cauſe to be paid to the ſaid J. K. and L. M. as the 
ſame ſhall become due: Or that they, the ſaid J. X. 
and L. M. be allow'd the Work, Labour, and Ser- 
vice of them the ſaid N. O. P. Q. R. S. &c. from time 
to time, in ſuch Work and Labour as they the ſaid 
J. N. and L. 24. ſhall think fit to employ them about. 


In Witneſs, &c. 
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